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INDIA’S EIGHT PRESS CLUBS ARE
TOGETHER A FEDERATION Now

Managing Committees of eight Press Clubs spread across the country came together this
summer and decided to form a Federation of Press Clubs. The idea is to give greater heft
to the voice of media persons at a countrywide level

ven to remain upright, positive
Eand forward looking for most

people, especially poor among
them, is a challenge today. The Press
and all the collectives, outfits and
associations of media persons have a
role in possibly offsetting or minimis-
ing this; and, thus, the Press Club of
India is no exception to this. Though
for decades the PCI has been perform-
ing its duties in the best possible way
there is always room for improvement
and finding new ways to summon
more strength and prowess to fulfil its
duties towards its members and
through them open the possibility of
empowerment of public at large. It is
with these points in mind that the
Press Club, its current managing com-
mittee and quite a few members have
actively been on a look out for ways
and means to do their bit and more in
this respect.

And, if exchange of ideas and plan-
ning are key to moving ahead in a col-
lective way for any set of people, pro-
fession or trade, our club has recently
put its best foot forward; and it is
through deciding to close ranks with
various other press clubs spread
across the country. A need for this has
for long been felt by the current and
previous managing committees and
several members of the Press Club of
India amid growing challenges that
information gathering and its dissemi-
nation have come to entail, courtesy
myriad vested interests, including
government and corporate entities, at
the cost of people’s right and expecta-
tions to know the truth about public
matters through media. This is how
main office bearers of as many as
eight press clubs came together in

Delhi in May this year to forge new
bonds in order to build a robust col-
lective voice for what is right in the
best interests of the public.

Defending the defenders is often
the task today for the Press. Its right to
know is also being questioned with
greater frequency than before. India’s
ranking in World Press Freedom
Index has been sinking and there are
umpteen instances of strongarm tac-
tics being used against journalists by
both State and non-state actors. Many
of the upright and law-abiding Press
reporters face the wrath of govern-
ments, both Central and States, and
mafia, land grabbers and mining
sharks never hesitate to bully, intimi-
date and in some cases even Kkill
Presspersons in the line of their duty.
Besides these hazards, most journal-
ists access to their sources of informa-
tion is now gravely constricted, mak-
ing their work often impossibly diffi-
cult. Defamation cases under an
archaic British days’law are slapped
at the drop of the hat against reporters
thought to be defiant to the high and
mighty in places that have become or
treated as their virtual fiefdoms.

The Press Club of India has never
shied from away raising its voice
against any such instances that ever
came to its notice and often went
beyond normal courtesies to defend
the just rights of journalists and the
freedom of speech and expression
granted under the Constitution of
India and laws, judgements and rul-
ings of higher judiciary emanating
from the Constitution. But the length-
ening shadows of fear and intimida-
tion makes it necessary to give more
heft to the voice of those who assert

their right to express themselves
freely in the larger interests of the
society. More so since, it is now
dogged with chances of getting irre-
deemably frayed under the weight of
narrow and dated views being forced
upon media.

It is in this backdrop that duly
elected managing committee office
bearers of eight Press Clubs spread
from North to South and East to West
came together this summer in Delhi to
chart out a new strategy so as to assert
the rights of the Press in a more organ-
ised manner at the countrywide level.
Together these clubs have formed the
Federation of Press Clubs and got it
registered. This time The Scribes
World cover story is on this so as to
make our members and readers more
familiar with the latest move of the
federating clubs.

There are a few more related stories
on Press freedom, besides on other
subjects like the initiative to show
films in the premises of the club,
Singapore as an ideal tourist destina-
tion with strong Indian heritage, a tale
of the time when Press Club housed
office of a news agency too and a curi-
ous visitor from far off lands and
climes like Siberia. We hope that
these and a few more may well prove
a good read for you. We also have sto-
ries related to war in Iran and its
impact on India.

Last but not the least, we pay our
heart-felt tributes in this issue to some
of our as distinguished members as
Mark Tully, HK Dua and Raghu Rai
who departed and left us in the pre-
ceding months. Let’s keep them in our
memories and their stellar roll will
always warm and guide us.

www.pressclubofindia.org
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President’s Mgssage

PCI PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS ON
PRESSMEN'S CLUB AND CALL OF DUTY

The Press Club was founded way back in the 1950s by a rare breed of practitioners of free and fair
Journalism, a precondition to democracy. They stood with the salient component of a budding
democracy. “I take this moment to salute to those seniors for showing us the path...”

Sangeeta Barooah
Pisharoty

Journalism worldwide

is facing a barrage of
challenges for multiple
reasons. One is the
technological challenge,
threatening to take away
many entry-level jobs.
Upskilling may help our
fraternity survive this tide.
The Managing
Committee is not only
aware of it but...

Dear and esteemed members,

ours and it is in headlines as the Land and Development Office of the
Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has served it with a
notice to vacate the premises.

The news nudged me to ponder over what do clubs stand for. Are they mere
spaces for social interaction and outing and, therefore, when they cease to
exist, they are not missed much except by their members?

Should these clubs exist only as little oases of class homogeneity, a value
around which the idea of a ‘club’ was envisioned in colonial-era India?

How inclusive should these spaces be, now that we are an independent
country?

Finally, should their existence find a bigger meaning aligned to serving the
foundational framework of the country envisioned by the Father of our
Nation, The Mahatma; the maker of our Constitution, B R Ambedkar? Two
poles on whose ideas and strength we as a nation of diverse cultures and lan-
guages stand as one.

This contemplation helped me realise that the Press Club of India may have
the word ‘club’ in its name; may have a popular restaurant and a bar attached
to it for its members, but it is so much more than being a mere space for social
interaction and outing.

With its members coming from various social and economic backgrounds,
it is certainly not an elitist address. Not for nothing even a two-rupee hike on
a cup of tea in the Club’s menu card raises concern among a section of our
members about affordability, many of whom regularly use the space — to
work, to network and to simply find a place to relax without any questions
asked.

What also helped me to differentiate PCI from several other entities which
has the word ‘club’ in its name across the National Capital is that it was
visioned as an institution 68 years ago, during the foundational years of this
great nation dreaming a dream to become a vibrant democracy. Some of the
finest practitioners of journalism in the 1950s joined forces with that dream
to promote Free Press, a prerequisite in a democracy. They wanted to stand
up to that salient component of a vibrant democracy. I take this moment also
to salute to those seniors for showing us the path from where we must not lose
our focus.

Dear members, I write these lines for you, therefore, with the understand-
ing that the basic premise of our club is directly fastened to what the found-
ing fathers of our nation had envisioned for us as a comity of people. PCI was

Even as | write these lines to you, there is a club standing not far from

10 | April, 2026
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Prgsident’s Message

PCI, whenever
journalism and
journalists have faced
an existential threat,
have stood up as a
bulwark. Be it during
the Emergency, or the
Rajiv Gandhi
government bringing in
a Defamation Bill in
1988 hinged on the
brute maijority his
government enjoyed in
Parliament, members of
the Club under the then
leadership had resisted
it tooth and nail

envisioned as a flag-bearing institution that must rise to safeguard the Fourth
Estate as and when it feels the need for it so that the public interest journalism
can continue to thrive and play its role of keeping the powers-that-be account-
able to those who elect them — the ordinary citizens of this country.

It is in the name of the people that a democracy allows a government and
Parliament to function about which we, journalists, the ordinary members of
the PCI, write about and comment on. Our only allegiance, must, and should
lie with the people.

PCI has been, of course, many things to many people. To the cynics, it is a
mere ‘drinking hole’. Some take it to the heart in such a manner that they refuse
to be a part of it lest their reputation gets ‘sullied’.

To the enthusiasts though, it is a place that allows them to fraternise, with
the comfort of the knowing that when needed, whatever PCI and its members
can as a family, will do to protect the sanctity of journalism, and the right of
the journalist to work without fear — a right granted by the Constitution.

It is to continue keeping that promise that I understand I was elected as the
president of the PCI in December 2025. In the process, a history of sorts was
also made since I became the first woman to be the president of the institution.
That breaking of gender barrier is an important one about which we must talk,
and I will at a later date, of course.

Journalism worldwide is facing a barrage of challenges for multiple reasons.
One is the technological challenge, threatening to take away many entry-level
jobs. Upskilling may help our fraternity survive this tide. The Managing
Committee is aware of it and our workshop sub-committee to upskill our mem-
bers is headed by the Vice President himself, a qualified professional to handle
that challenge.

One other challenge in India is a warren of legislations, all seemingly
designed to disempower journalism in the digital space, an area where many
independent journalists are able to eke out a living from at a time of huge job-
cuts in the media industry. The Managing Committee is aware of it too and is
at the forefront of resisting such legislations in the interest of journalism.

PCI, whenever journalism and journalists have faced an existential threat,
have stood up as a bulwark. Be it during the Emergency, or the Rajiv Gandhi
government bringing in a Defamation Bill in 1988 hinged on the brute major-
ity his government enjoyed in Parliament, members of the Club under the then
leadership had resisted it tooth and nail.

In the age of social media, the terms ‘Godi Media’ and ‘Lapdog Media’ may
be in usage, but there existed a section of such a lot, editors included, within
our fraternity in those times too. Not for nothing did the former home minister
LK Advani, then in the Opposition, had chastised that section post-emergency
by saying, ‘When you were only asked to bend, many of you chose to crawl.’

Many didn’t and that’s why we remember them with gratitude for standing
up to the powers-that-be to safeguard journalism.

History has the tendency to repeat itself. However, the resolve to stand up to
the vision, and the path laid out for us by the founding fathers of the Press Club
of India, must not waver and weaken.

It was this personal realisation, kicked up by a recent headline, that I want-
ed to share with you, knowing well that this sentiment is mutual.

Yours sincerely
Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty
New Delhi

www.pressclubofindia.org
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Cover Story

A FEDERATION KICKSTARTS

WITH Vow 10 TAKE

THE COLLECTIVE VOICE
OF

FREE PRESS
SEVERAL NoT1cHEs Up

In times to come May 27, 2026, may well be remembered as a
red-letter day in the struggle for Press freedom. It can be so
because the hot summer day brought together eight
leading and democratically structured and managed
press clubs from across India in New Delhi.
Together these clubs’ prime-office-bearers
got registered and, thus, kicked off the
Federation of Press Clubs (FPC) under
the Registration of Societies Act, 2026.
Their idea is to strengthen and add
heft to the collective voice of free press
and to redeem the otherwise fraying
laws and mechanism for protection of
journalists’ rights that were once
bestowed by the Constitution for all times
to come

12 | April, 2026 lubofindia.org




Vinay Kumar

t a time when press freedom in
AIndia is backsliding at a rapid

pace, platitudes like “a free press
is essential for a democracy” ring hol-
low for the sheer ineffectiveness of
these words. Over the past decade,
more journalists have been prosecuted
by the State and non-state actors, and
more journalists have been jailed and
murdered than in all the preceding
decades. Meanwhile, India’s ranking in
the World Press Freedom Index has
sunk to an all-time low of 157 out of
180 and it doesn’t look like improving
any time soon.

In bleak times

In this twilight zone of India’s press
freedom, press clubs across the country
and a few other press bodies have
emerged as islands of hope for thou-
sands of journalists who are still solder-
ing on in big and small towns, refusing
to accept the new normal of keeping
quiet. These press clubs have raised
their voices individually whenever
journalists in their regions, and else-
where, have come under fire, but in the
absence of a collective voice, the pitch
and cadence of their effort often fade
out in the din of the coopted narratives
that now dominate news cycles.

Genesis of the Idea

As early as May 2016, the then man-
agement of the Press Club of India,
Delhi, and some of the leading journal-

ists in the country, who are its members,
saw this tide of change coming in and
gave birth to a nebulous idea of forming
a common platform of all democratical-
ly elected press clubs and press bodies
in India for lending their collective
shoulders and voices for protecting the
islands of press freedom and journal-
ists.

A decade later

It took exactly a decade for that neb-
ulous idea to move from the drawing
board to a concrete form in the shape of
Federation of Press Clubs (FPC), when
on May 27, 2026, eight leading press
clubs from across the country came
together to register under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860, for forming a
non-partisan, national-level apex col-
lective.

It took exactly a

decade for that
nebulous idea to move
from the drawing board
to a concrete form in
the shape of Federation
of Press Clubs (FPC),
when on May 27,
2026, eight leading
press clubs from across
the country came
together to register

under the Societies ...

The first meet

The first meeting of its Governing
Council was held at the Press Club of
India on June 22, 2026. This endeavour
will lend a nation-wide collective voice
to the most vibrant organisations of
media persons, which are represented
by various press clubs spread over
across the country. The founding
Governing Council of the Federation
will continue for a term of two years
before the subsequent arrangement is
made by member-clubs in a democratic
way.

Member clubs

The eight founding members of the
Federation of Press Clubs are: Press
Club of India, Delhi; Mumbai Press
Club; Press Club, Kolkata; Press Club,
Hyderabad; Chandigarh Press Club;
State Press Club, M.P; Gauhati Press
Club and Agartala Press Club.

The FPC will be managed by a 10-
member Governing Council comprising
Mr. Gautam Lahiri (President), Mr.
Vijay Reddy (Vice-President), Mr.
Snehasis Sur (Vice-President),

Mr. Samar Khadas (Vice-President),

Mr. Saurabh Duggal (Secretary
General), Ms. Sangeeta Barooah
Pisharoty (Assistant Secretary
General), Mr. Neeraj  Thakur
(Treasurer), Mr. Praveen Khariwal
(Executive Member), Mr. Pranab

Sarkar (Executive Member), and Mr.
Khagen Kalita (Executive Member).

Membership open

www.pressclubofindia.org
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The Governing Council in one of its
first decisions has decided that mem-
bership to Federation of Press Clubs
will be opened to other press clubs and
other similar press bodies in India in the
coming weeks. After more clubs join
the FPC, the Governing Council will be
further expanded for a more democratic
representation in the decision-making
process of this collective.

Objectives

The objectives of this pan-India body
of press clubs are to coordinate and
strengthen the activities of its member
bodies for the advancement of press
freedom, protection of journalists, sup-
port media professionals for dealing
with the challenges thrown up by an
ever-changing media landscape in the
age of radical technological transforma-
tion, and advocacy for better working
conditions for journalists.

Criteria for membership

According to the rules and regula-
tions of FPC, membership will be
granted to only those press clubs and
media bodies representing journalists
operating in various states or regions,
which have an active registration, con-
duct regular elections according to their
constitution or Articles of Association,
and file statutory audited statement of
accounts with the government under the
prevailing laws in the country as
defined under the provisions of the
Societies Registration Act, 1860;
Companies Act 2013, or any other law
that governs them.

A non-partisan body

Speaking about the formation of the
Federation of Press Clubs, its founding
President and former President of Press
Club of India, Mr. Gautam Labhiri said:
“The formation of the Federation of
Press Clubs is a culmination of a pro-
cess that started in 2016, when the need
was felt for strengthening the collective
voice of various press clubs in India.
This is a completely non-partisan body,
which will work for the betterment of
the profession and will try to develop a
support system for journalists, who
work in various parts of the country
without any significant social security

As early as May

2016, the then
management of the
Press Club of India,
Delhi, and some of the
leading journalists in
the country, who are its
members, saw this tide
of change coming in
and gave birth to a
nebulous idea of
forming a common
platform of all
democratically elected
press clubs and press
bodies in India

net. Protection of journalists and digni-
ty of life are essential for the survival of
the profession.”

A call for pooling ideas and

more

Weighing in on the purpose of the
Federation of Press Clubs, Mr. Snehasis
Sur, its Vice-President and current
President of Press Club, Kolkata said:
“Today, the media landscape across the
world has fragmented as the traditional
models of sustenance have collapsed,
which have had a profound effect on the
profession of journalism. In such a situ-

=

=

- &
-

ation, it’s important for all stakeholders
who are invested in press freedom—an
essential feature of democracy—to
come together to pool their ideas and
resources for dealing with emerging
challenges.”

Need for district-level

networking

Addressing the need to engage with
smaller press bodies that function at the
district level for helping them in better
access of journalistic resources, Mr.
Vijay Reddy, Vice-President of FPC
and serving President of Press Club
Hyderabad said: “The majority of jour-
nalism happens in the small towns of
India, where journalists turn to district-
level press clubs for help in times of cri-
sis, but they suffer from the lack of ade-
quate resources to tackle problems. The
FPC will reach out for helping them
with better access to resources and net-
work them with other stakeholders to
overcoming their problems.”

To promote ethical

journalism

At a time when the trust in the tradi-
tional media is shrinking, it’s important
for the FPC to function in a transparent
manner. Emphasising on this crucial
public-facing aspect of the organisa-
tion, Mr. Samar Khadas, Vice-President
of FPC and current President of
Mumbai Press Club said: “We need to
lead by example and function in a trans-
parent and open manner by remaining a

14 | April, 2026
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non-partisan organisation at all levels
and avoid any conflict of interest. At the
same time, we need to engage with
journalists working in various parts of
the country through their parent organi-
sations for building awareness about
practicing ethical journalism.”

Presspersons’ apex body

The FPC has been structured in such
a manner that press clubs operating in
various parts of the country are ade-
quately represent-
ed and have
an equal

PRES S E-I.I.l KOL KATA

say in its
functioning. “It’s
essential that the
Federation of
Press Clubs to be
the collective
voice of journal-
ists working in any
part of the country.
The composition
of the founding
organisations of FPC
shows that their zones are
represented in a fair and demo-
cratic manner in this apex body of
press clubs,” said Mr. Saurabh Duggal,
Secretary General of FPC and current
President of Chandigarh Press Club.

Collectivising stakeholders

Establishing the Federation of Press
Clubs is an ambitious project for
strengthening press freedom and free-
dom of expression under Article
19(1)(A). Emphasising on the impor-
tant role that the FPC will play in

The Governing Council
in one of its first
decisions has decided
that membership to
Federation of Press
Clubs will be opened to
other press clubs and
other similar press
bodies in India in the
coming weeks. After
more clubs join the FPC,
the Governing Council
will be further expanded
for a more democratic
representation

underlining this essential nature of the
journalism, Sangeeta Barooah
Pisharoty, Assistant Secretary General
of FPC and serving President of Press
Club of India said: “The collectivisa-
tion of various stakeholders of
press freedom is the need
of the hour for

b .

MUMBAI
PRESS CLUB

ing and expansion of freedom of
expression as envisioned in our
Constitution.

“The formation of Federation of
Press Clubs is an important step in that
direction. The world over, organisa-
tions and people, who are invested in
press freedom, are forming collectives
to strengthen each other. In the same
spirit, the FPC will function by adopt-
ing global best practices so that one of
the most important features of democ-
racy is served better.”

Special invitees to May 27

meeting

The meeting held on May 27 was
also attended by several important spe-
cial invitees. Among those who were
present included former presidents of
the Press Club of India Bobby Mathur
and Umakant Lakhera and former
secretary-generals of PCI Askari Zaidi,
Sandeep Dikshit, Nadeem Ahmed
Kazmi and myself. The -current
Secretary General of PCI Afzal Imam

too participated in the deliberations.

On a new search

To sum it up, the

driving idea
behind  the
Federation is
to set on to a
new search, a
new journey,
open new vis-
tas, cutting
down the
looming
shadows over
journalism
and collectively
devise with scribes of

way out of the currently thick-
ening gloom. The purpose is to
usher India’s media-space to the sat-
isfaction and wellbeing of its’ over a
billion stakeholders in order as to get
their rightful and just entitlements
restored as per the norms and mores
of democracy rather than depend on
anybody’s mercy.

(The writer is former Secretary-
General of the club)

www.pressclubofindia.org

The Scribes World April, 2026 | 15
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WHY COURTS SHOULD STAND BY
MEDIA EVEN IF IT Is CRITICAL

Last year in March former Chief Justice of Orissa High Court, Justice S Muralidhar delivered
a memorable talk on ‘Media, Courts and Freedom of Expression’ at India International
Centre, New Delhi, to mark the BG Verghese Memorial Lecture. He cited and dealt with

numerous cases pivoted at the intersection of judiciary and media to drive the simple point
home that media and judiciary need each other to be just not only to each other but also in
order to uphold the public interest. The first part of his talk was carried in a previous issue of
this magazine and now the concluding bit from him is here in his own words

TSR EREEERT
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BBC India office was raided and searched by Income Tax Department in 2023

he U.S. Supreme Court in New

I York Times v. Sullivan reminded
that criticism of the government

and those in administration, even by
factually inaccurate statements, would
not be actionable unless made with mal-
ice. In the Derbyshire County Council
Case the House of Lords held that if
institutions of government were permit-
ted to sue for libel, it would place an

undesirable fetter on the freedom of
speech. This principle has been adopted
by our SCI too. And yet, it is not being
followed in practice. Three instances
will suffice to make the point.

In 2023 the BBC broadcast a docu-
mentary that examined the present PM’s
actions during the Gujarat riots of 2002.
The MIB (Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting) immediately invoked the

emergency provisions of the IT Rules
and ordered it to be taken off the air.
Was it a mere coincidence that this was
soon followed by income tax personnel
conducting surveys of the BBC’s
offices in India? The official spokesper-
son of the ruling party held a press con-
ference in which he railed against the
BBC as the most corrupt with a history
of working with malice against India.

16 | April, 2026
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He rechristened BBC as the Bhrasht
Bakwas Corporation, or stupidly cor-
rupt corporation. The reasons for the
take down order remain secretive till
date. A petition questioning the govern-
ment action is yet to be heard and
decided by the SCI.

Another batch of petitions, now on
the back burner, is the one concerning
the use by the central government of
Pegasus spyware to place under
surveillance the mobile phones of
politicians, journalists and even judges.
The Committee set up by the SCI,
headed by a former SC judge, submit-
ted a report more than two years ago.
The Committee said that the central
government was refusing to cooperate.
The report remains in a sealed cover in
the SCI. After a long gap, the SCI has
now agreed to hear the case in April
this year.

The third egregious instance is the
government blocking the entire website
of Ananda Vikatan (AV) a renowned
and popular Tamil magazine only
because it carried a cartoon showing
the PM in shackles seated next to
Trump during his recent visit to the US.
This angered the BJP State unit presi-
dent on whose complaint the MIB
acted with alacrity. The Madras High
Court ordered lifting of the blockade
but unfortunately made it conditional
upon AV taking down the cartoon. This
is totally contrary to the settled legal
position that mere criticism of the gov-
ernment, even if ill informed, is not
anti-national. It cannot result in a chill-
ing effect on free speech.

The defence of this measure by the
ASG (Additional Solicitor General) in
the High Court made curious reading.
He cited friendly relations with foreign
states - a ground of restriction under Art
19 (2). It is hard to imagine Trump
looking at that cartoon in AV and decid-
ing to break off diplomatic ties with
India!! But then the reaction of the BJP
spokesperson in Tamil Nadu was
stranger. He thought the freedom of the
press did not extend to “making fun of
the country and its 140-crore people!!”
The nation wants to know why in the
times now, in our republic, in India
today, it is so hard to tolerate a healthy
sense of humour, the ability to laugh at
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Post-Covid-19, with
hybrid hearings and live
streaming of court
proceedings, judges are
in the public eye even if
the press isn’t watching.
Social media has
exposed many more
dimensions of the
judiciary

oneself, or take a dig at the govern-
ment?

Courts need an

independent media

On 12 January 2018 a press confer-
ence was held by four of the senior-
most judges of the SCI, after the CJIL
They went public on how the then CJI
was acting arbitrarily in the matter of
allocation of cases. The judges said that
with the independence of the judiciary
and the future of democracy at stake,
they had “no other choice but to com-
municate to the nation to please take
care of this institution.” When asked
why now, the senior-most of the four is
supposed to have said that they did not
want any wise men to say 20 years later
that “Justices Chelameswar, Ranjan
Gogoi, Lokur and Kurian sold their
souls and did not take care of the inter-

ests of this illustrious institution.” It is
quite another matter that the next CJI,
who saw much value then in both inde-
pendent and noisy journalists and
judges, was only too eager to gag the
media when presiding over a bench on
a Saturday morning on 20 April 2019 to
address threats to the independence of
the judiciary. He used this occasion to
discredit his lady staffer who accused
him of sexual harassment. He appealed
to the wisdom of the media not to
report on it.

The Courts regularly use the media
to carry their press releases on the judi-
ciary’s achievements, the disposal of
cases in Lok adalats. Incoming and out-
going CJIs give interviews to a few
select journalists. A few correspondents
are favoured by some of the Clls, and
sometimes other judges, with exclusive
scoops about the institution’s inner
workings. Not infrequently a garrulous
judge holds forth from the dais making
gratuitous comments, wanting them to
be relayed through the press.

Post-Covid-19, with hybrid hearings
and live streaming of court proceed-
ings, judges are in the public eye even
if the press isn’t watching. Social
media has exposed many more dimen-
sions of the judiciary. When the PMO’s
social media handle shared the video
clip of the PM doing arti at the ganesh
pooja at the CJI’s residence, it natural-
ly became viral. Video clips of com-
ments made by judges not just inside
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the courts but outside too are available
within a few minutes to an entire social
media audience across continents.
Judicial vanity, judicial peeve, judicial
wit, judicial anger are all on full dis-
play.

Courts controlling the

media

So, what then of contempt of court?
One senior lawyer termed the practice
of the law of contempt in India as an
instance of the paradox of the love-hate
relationship between the press and the
judiciary. They need each other but the
judiciary would like to tell the press
where it gets off. Beer biceps (read pod-
caster Ranveer Allahbadia) wasn’t
expecting that with the court protecting
him from arrest, it would also admonish
him to behave on his show. Thankfully,
the court self-corrected. It is not unusu-
al though for the court to tell a politi-
cian while granting him bail that he will
not address meetings and so on.

The SCI does have a system of
accreditation of journalists for the print
and electronic media. But then in the
age of live streaming, live tweeting,
there are numerous news purveyors, not
just journalists. In fact, if one visits the
press room today in the SCI, you find
journalists watching the monitor rather
than jostle for space in a crowded court
room to report on the happenings.

The press has to watch out for con-
tempt action in two contexts. One is
interference with court proceedings.
The other is scandalising the court
through personal attacks on the motives
of judges as opposed to critiquing the
institutional performance. In the first
category falls trial by media. The media
campaign run in 1961 by R K
Karanjia’s tabloid Blitz in support of
Col Nanavati, who was being tried for
the murder of his wife’s paramour, is
only too well known. It turned the jury
in favour of Col Nanavati. This led to
the disbanding of the jury system. The
Sahara case, the Nupur Talwar case,
and more recently the Rhea
Chakraborty case, witnessed high-
pitched shouting matches on TV
screens of news channels which were
acting as prosecutor and judge. The
guidelines framed in the Sahara case

In the US the contempt
power is rarely used
against the press. In the
UK the Daily Mirror
could get away with
depicting the photos of
the three judges who
granted an injunction in
the Spycatcher case
upside down with the
screaming caption YOU
FOOLS!

that an injunction could be granted
where the reporting on a case might
interfere with the right to a fair trial
could be both overbroad and subjective.

Judges in trial courts are vulnerable
to intense public glare that the social
media facilitates. It is necessary and
prudent for judges at all levels to be
cautious in engaging with social media.
Courts do cordon off trials from media
citing security reasons. Where the stan-
dards are vague, it is bound to have a
chilling effect on the media, which then
undermines the freedom of the press.
The Court has thankfully not yet placed
any restrictions on social media report-
ing on trials. After all, the criminal jus-
tice system is premised on public trials
and the press plays an important role in
observing and reporting on the process.

The second area is of commenting on
the court, its performance, its judge-
ments, its judges. In the US the con-
tempt power is rarely used against the
press. In the UK the Daily Mirror could
get away with depicting the photos of
the three judges who granted an injunc-
tion in the Spycatcher case upside down
with the screaming caption YOU
FOOLS! In November 2016 the Daily
Mail on its front page depicted the pho-
tos of three of the judges of the UK
Supreme Court with the caption
‘Enemies of the People’. That Court
had ruled that the UK Government
could not bypass the Parliament to
begin the Brexit process. Neither
instance attracted any notice of con-
tempt.

Way back in 1978, in a somewhat
similar vein, Justice Krishna Iyer postu-
lated the Mulgaonkar principles to gov-
ern contempt proceedings. One of those
was that the Court will not be prompted
to act as a result of easy irritability.
Indeed, occasionally the SCI has said
that its shoulders are broad enough to
shrug off ill-informed criticism.
However, that is not quite how the judi-
ciary as a whole has responded to pub-
lic criticism. It has bristled with indig-
nation. Arundhati Roy spent a day in
Tihar jail for criticising the Court’s
muzzling of dissent over its judgement
in the Narmada dam case.

Patricia Mukhim, the editor of
Shillong Times and her publisher were
held guilty of contempt for suggesting
that a Judge had improperly acted in his
own cause when on the day of his
retirement he passed a judicial order
directing the State to provide retired
judges with a slew of benefits. Apart
from sentencing them to stand in one
corner of the courtroom till the end of
the working hours, Milord slapped a
fine of 2 lakhs loudly stating that this
would shut the newspaper. Thankfully,
the Supreme Court stayed the order.
Recently when Wikipedia opened a
page to report on the case between ANI
and itself in the Delhi High Court, it
invited a notice of contempt. In an
appeal by Wikipedia, the SCI is report-
ed to have questioned why the HC was
being touchy about court proceedings.

Concluding thoughts

It is clear that when the I&B Minster
described Indian press as ‘robust and
flourishing’, he could not have meant
‘free and independent’. The media in
India has had to fight for its indepen-
dence and for its freedom. It is a fact
though that much of the mainstream
print and electronic media are either
owned by large corporate houses or by
political parties. Both print and elec-
tronic media operate on purely com-
mercial lines dependent as they are on
government advertisements, licences
and permissions, corporate Sponsor-
ships, commercials. These very media
houses also have their corresponding
web versions. And as Joseph Pulitzer
cautioned, once a publisher comes to

18 | April, 2026

www.pressclubofindia.org



Media & Judiciary

regard the press as exclusively a com-
mercial business, there is an end of its
moral power. Self-censorship, paid
news, advertorials, large self-promoting
ads of governments on several front
pages, vying for greater TRPs at the risk
of fudging data, are all now passe.
There is also the control through spon-
sorship of the independent press on the
net by corporate philanthropies. The big
challenge then is to keep the news free.

Recently, I was sharing a panel with
a senior lawyer who is also an MP of
the ruling party. The moderator asked
us whether it was matter of concern that
much of the corporate controlled main-
stream media was aligned with the
establishment. My fellow panellist’s
response was ingenious. They were
exercising, he said, their free choice to
align with the government. He was in
plain denial that there was any muz-
zling of the press.

For more than a decade now, the PM
of the world’s largest democracy has
not held a non-curated press conference
to subject his government’s perfor-
mance to scrutiny by the media and yet
there is but a whimper of protest. In his
memoirs titled Hidden Agendas veteran
journalist John Pilger says that when
Murdoch took over a newspaper the
reporters there would self-censor. They
knew that some stories would never go
past the editor’s desk. Walter Lippman
warned that the threat to press freedom
is not as much from the pressures and
intimidation that they face but from
those of their ilk that are readily coopt-
ed into the heady mix of politics with
the reward of proximity to the corridors
of power. When asked to bend, they
crawl. They might do well to heed
Benjamin Franklin who said they who
would give up essential liberty to pur-
chase a little temporary safety deserve
neither liberty nor safety.

While we find ourselves engulfed by
WhatsApp forwards, which tend to hide
the real news, not everything about the
internet and social media is only trou-
bling. It has provided space to journal-
ists, and influencers, to speak fearlessly,
and carry their followers with them free
of control by state agencies. It has also
provided such journalists with a two-
way communication channel, with a

The Panama Papers
exposed a clandestine
world of offshore finance
and provided evidence
of how heads of state,
billionaires, celebrities,
and business magnates
used offshore structures
to evade taxes, launder
money, and conduct
illicit activities away from
public scrutiny

world-wide audience. And occasional-
ly, tucked away in the corners of the
print and electronic media, there is
space yet for the investigative and criti-
cally analytical pieces of fearless and
independent reporters, some of whom
are being honoured today. Their
courage and conviction will undoubted-
ly inspire generations of reporters. They
need not just our admiration, but impor-
tantly, our support. They are our hope
for a free and independent press, an
impartial and trusted media, in the India
of the future.

What also is encouraging is that they
are not alone. Growing numbers of such
independent scribes have formed global
coalitions. The Panama Papers exposed
a clandestine world of offshore finance
and provided evidence of how heads of

state, billionaires, celebrities, and busi-
ness magnates used offshore structures
to evade taxes, launder money, and con-
duct illicit activities away from public
scrutiny. This was a result of a mam-
moth exercise undertaken by the

International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists (ICLJ) which
brought together a diverse coalition of
over 370 journalists from more than
100 media organizations across 76
countries to probe through 11.5 million
documents. It tells us that even amidst
threats and pressures, there will be
those who are willing to risk their all to
uncover and uphold the truth.

As for the judiciary, it will have to
develop the ability to receive criticism
of its actions by the press, which per-
forms the salutary function of holding it
to account. Maybe the judges should
recall what Lord Denning said in
declining to proceed with the contempt
case against Quentin Hogg:

Let me say at once that we will never
use this jurisdiction as a means to
uphold our own dignity. That must rest
on surer foundations. Nor will we use it
to suppress those who speak against us.
We do not fear criticism, nor do we
resent it. For there is something far
more important at stake. It is no less
than freedom of speech itself. It is the
right of every man, in Parliament or out
of it, in the Press or over the broadcast,
to make fair comment, even outspoken
comment, on matters of public inter-
est.”
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BANGLADESH : MEDIA FREEDOM
SINCE DR MOHAMMAD Yuu’ RULE

=4

Amid assaults by successive governments, media in Bangladesh has been coaxed to submit
to a virtual self-censorship. Free voices have been scotched as violence, intimidation,
arrests of journalists and arm-twisting of owners and investors become rampant. Fiscal
spying and fake fact checking are other devices that have been used against media persons
since Dr Yunus took over to make things from bad to worse or since Hasina’s deposition
from power, leaving little hope for redemption even after Yunus left

Gautam Lahiri

estern countries were critical
of former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for ‘suppress-

ing media freedom’ in Bangladesh and
even the larger international communi-
ty too expressed serious concerns about
this. So, in the aftermath of the fall of
her regime on 5th August 2024
Bangladesh was expected to usher into

a new era of press freedom -- more so
when the Interim Government was led
by Nobel Laureate, Dr Mohammad
Yunus.

But this was not be either during Dr
Yunus’s rule, or thereafter under the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
government led by Tarique Rahaman
which is now ensconced in Dhaka.

The Prime Minister’s Information
and Broadcasting Advisor Zahed Ur
Rahman has strictly warned the Press
and television channels the other day
against the dissemination of anything
that the exiled former Prime Minister
may say. The immediate provocation
for the government’s fiat for the media
seems to be an email interview that
Sheikh Hasina gave to the NDTV in
India towards the end of June 2026.

Sheikh Hasina faces a death sentence
in her country and her Awami League
Party is banned throughout the country;
and so is its coverage violating govern-

ment diktats by all the media outlets.
This has been the case since Dr Yunus
took the reins of Bangladesh following
Hasina’s exit from the Capital Dhaka
about two years ago from now. Attacks
on media have been escalating under
his watch and this cannot be said to
have relented after he handed over
power to the new BNP government.

Comparative data

A comparative analysis of the data
on the attacks on journalists and media
houses shows a sharp rise in targeted
attacks on media houses and journalists
under the earlier regime of Dr Yunus.
The trend is yet to be reversed.

From August 2023 to July 2024
under Shiekh Hasina there were 383
such attacks vis-a-vis 878 from August
2024 to July 2025 under Dr Yunus. The
data for this has been collated by two
prominent Bangladeshi human rights
organisations, Aio O Salish Kendra and
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Manabadhikar Shongskriti Foundation.
It shows that the attacks on the journal-
ists under Dr Yunus increased by about
230 per cent. This is so despite the fact
that media faced systematic attacks dur-
ing the students’ protests in July 2024
which led to the fall of Hasina’s gov-
ernment while Dr Yunus faced no such
major uprising in its aftermath.

The data show that 35 cases were
filed against journalists under Hasina,
whereas about 195 cases were filed
under Dr Yunus. This amounts to an
increase of 558 per cent cases. While
Hasina’s regime was not known to have
denied any accreditation to journalists,
Dr Yunus used accreditation as an
instrument to punish the journalists
allegedly associated with the previous
regime and denied accreditation to
about 167 Journalists.

Fiscal spying

In 2023-24, Hasina’s regime was not
known to have used the Bangladesh
Financial Intelligence Unit (BFIU), an
anti-money laundering agency of the
country, against the journalists but Dr
Yunus let loose the BFIU against the
journalists and it issued notices to 107
journalists silencing the prime media
houses and/or their journalists. Finally,
while 348 journalists faced acts of vio-
lence and criminal intimidation under
Sheikh Hasina’s regime, mostly during
the July 2024 uprising, about 431 jour-
nalists faced penal laws to curb vio-
lence and criminal intimidation under
Dr Yunus.

Murder

If reforms were meant to bring an
end to persecution of the journalists in
Bangladesh, Dr Yunus has failed
abysmally. After 15 years of Hasina
rule Dr Yunus created the fear in the
media in a systematic way within a sin-
gle year. The situation of the media
continues to deteriorate. On 25 June
2025, journalist Khandaker Shah Alam,
a correspondent of Daily Matrijagat,
was murdered at Nabinagar Upazila, in
Dhaka’s northeast, in a targeted retalia-
tion by Babul Mia, known locally as
‘Tiger Babul Dakat’. The murder took
place shortly after Babul Mia was
released from prison.

In another case the Cyber Tribunal of
Dhaka issued arrest warrants on July
27, 2025 against three journalists,
Bangladesh Pratidin Editor Naem
Nizam, its publisher Moynal Hossain
Chowdhury and news portal Bangla
Insider’s Chief Editor Syed Borhan
Kabir under the Digital Security Act.

On 21 April 2025, Kongkon
Karmaker was dismissed by The Daily
Star as Dinajpur correspondent after
two decades for reporting the death of
religious minority community member
Bhabesh Chandra Roy. The news was
picked up by multiple Indian media
outlets and also India’s Ministry of
External Affairs. Just before the elec-
tion noted independent journalist Kazi
Alamgir was arrested for criticising the
Yunus government and denied bail. A
few weeks before this, fundamentalists
rampaged a leading media house of
Bangladesh called Prothom Alo,
besides the Dily Star. The Yunus gov-
ernment remained all through a mute
spectator.

A weaponised fact checking

In order to silence the media, Chief
Advisor of Bangladesh Dr Mohammed
Yunus found a disingenuous way and
established “CA (Chief Advisor’s)
Press Wing Facts”. Across the world,
Fact Checking Units of the govern-
ments have been declared as instru-
ments to violate freedom of opinion and
expression.

It became the defacto censorship
authority of the Interim Government.

The apparent financing of the CA Press
Wing Facts by the British Foreign,
Commonwealth & Development Office
(FCDO) was deeply concerning. The
FCDO had approved £474,468 for
Canadian firm, Alinea International
Ltd, which in turn funded the press
wing.

From August 2024 to July 2025,
about 195 cases, mainly false, were
filed against the journalists. The details
of some of the cases filed are given as
follows:

On 22 August 2024, a murder case
was filed by Kamrul Islam, father of a
student Nayeem Howlader, who died
during protests at Jatrabari in Dhaka
against former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and 192 others including seven
journalists. The journalists accused
included Mozammel Haque Babu,
Managing Director and Editor-in-Chief
of Ekattor TV; Syed Ishtiaque Reza,
former Chief News Editor (CNE) of
Ekattor TV; Ahmed Jobaer, a Director
of Somoy TV; Munni Saha. There were
a few others besides them.

Mozammel Babu, a cancer patient,
and Shyamal Dutta were already in jail
in connection with two murder cases
which were registered during mass
protests. Journalist Shahriar Kabir, a
prominent Bangladeshi journalist,
human rights activist and former
President of the Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee, was arrested on
September 16, 2024 at his residence in
Dhaka’s Banani area by the Detective
Branch of the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police.

Following his arrest, Kabir was
placed on a seven-day remand in con-
nection with the death of a housemaid,
Liza Akter, in a case filed with Ramna
Model Police Station. Subsequently, he
was shown arrested in two additional
murder cases related to the deaths of
Rafiqul Islam, a trader, and a madrasa
student during the Anti-Discrimination
Student Movement in Dhaka’s Jatrabari
area in July 2024.

Co-accused with Sheikh

Hasina

On 11 September 2024, a murder
case was filed against former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, 25 journalists
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and 139 others over the death of a 31-
year-old man at Bhasantek in Dhaka.
The case was related to the mass upris-
ing. On 18 October 2024, journalist
Raihan of daily Samakal was sent to jail
after being arrested in a murder case
related to the Anti-Discrimination
Student Movement in Habiganj.

On 22 October 2024, journalist
Pranab Barua Arnab was arrested in
four cases filed with Patia Police
Station in Chittagong. Police claimed
that Pranab Barua was trying to flee to
India through Akhaura.

On 25 October 2024, Pradip
Chowdhury, the president of the
Khagrachari Journalist Union, and a
district correspondent for the daily
Samakal was arrested by police in
Khagrachari. After the fall of Sheikh
Hasina government five separate cases
were filed against him at Khagrachari
Sadar, Manikchhari, Panchhari and
Dighin. He was also named in a case
related to a clash with anti-discrimina-
tion student protesters on 4 August.

Apart from Pradip Chowdhury, six
other journalists from Khagrachari
were also implicated in these cases. On
9 October 2024, a case was filed against
Sajjad Hossain, Mirzapur upazila corre-
spondent of Dainik Jugantar newspaper,
before the Tangail Additional District
Magistrate Court No-168/2018 in con-
nection with the case against about 100
people including the then OC of
Mirzapur police station, Awami League
leaders and 500 persons regarding one
Himel losing his eye during the anti dis-
crimination student movement in
Tangail’s Mirzapur. Thereafter, in
October 2024, another fresh case was
filed against journalist Sajjad.

Bail none-too-easy, arrest a

certainty

On 13 November 2024, a criminal
case was registered against The Daily
Post reporter, Al Ehsan, by the Uttarra
West Police. This was two months after
publishing tax evasion reports allegedly
by Dhaka Cotton and its sister cotton
companies in September 2024.
Journalist Eshan published an article
titled “Dhaka Cotton evades tax despite
collecting from staff” on 18 September
2024 alleging staff of ‘Dhaka Cotton’

were declined income tax invoices from
the Dhaka Cotton higher ups.

On 22 January 2025, two journalists
from Gobindaganj, Raithan Mohammad
Mostafa Kamal and Nur Mohammad
Raihan Farhad were denied anticipatory
bail regarding a case filed under the
Explosives Act and the attempt to mur-
der Jamaat leader Taharat Tanvir
Pradhan way back in 2014. The case
was filed in November 2024 or about
11 years after the incident.

Plight of over 400 journos

At least 431 journalists faced acts of
violence and intimidation in the first
eight months of Dr Yunus’s Interim
government.

Mohammad Omar Farok
(Independent 24 TV) and Syed Mainul
Ahasan Maruf (Ekattor TV) were
arrested while they covered the
destruction of a museum linked to
Hasina’s family. The police did not
intervene.

The Interim Government of Dr
Yunus had adopted a number of tactics
to intimidate and silence the journalists
such as launching financial inquiry
against at least 85 of them. The BFIU
initiated inquiries against 85 senior
journalists, sending a chilling message
to the journalists to remain silent. This
was from August 2024 to March 2025.

On 30 October 2024, the agency
directed various banks of the country
seeking information about 28 journal-
ists. It sought details such as bank lock-
ers, savings cards, credit cards and
other financial instruments in their
name or whether money has been trans-
acted or not. The journalists whose
information was sought included
Naeem Nizam, editor of Bangladesh
Pratidin; Farida Yasmin, former presi-
dent of Jatiya Press Club; Zayedul
Hasan Pintu, head of DBC News and
many other prominent media persons.

Selectlve accredltatlon

The government revoked press
accreditation of at least 167 journalists
for their alleged links with the previous
government including revocation of
accreditation of 20 journalists on 29
October 2024 and 29 others on 3
November 2024. As many as 118 jour-
nalists lost their accreditation on 7
November 2024. This greatly crippled
their access to information, besides
freedom.

Secretariat out of bounds

The Interim government altogether
suspended journalists’ access to the
Secretariat on 29 December 2024 fol-
lowing a fire accident at the Secretariat.
The government move was condemned
by the Editors Council of Bangladesh.
Any journalist reporting against the
Anti-Discrimination Students
Movement or the government can be
sacked instantly without any explana-
tion as the owners of the media easily
succumb to the pressure. This has led to
massive self censorship.

Bullying an investor

On 24 December 2024, a gang of
Bangladesh student protesters led by
Hasnat Abdullah, Convener of the Anti
Discrimination Students Movement,
entered the offices of the City Group
which is known to be main investor in
Somoy Television. The raiders accused
the Somoy TV of “spreading propaganda,
twisting comments, and accommodating
the views of a fallen political party”.
Immediately, five journalists including
one Omar Faroque, a senior editor, were
terminated from job without any reason.
The intimidation from the students’ side
was put by Hasnat Abdullah.

Sadly, the story of media intimida-
tion is continuing in Bangladesh.

(The writer is former President of
the club)
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WEST ASIA CONFLICT: DIRE
STRAITS FOR INDIAN ECONOMY

Iran war has shaken world economy more than anything else in the recent months. India
too has felt its detrimental impact, calling for a deeper strategic thinking and a relook at its
energy preparedness, reserves and policies

Nilova Roy Chaudhury

the launch of hostilities, which

keep threatening to flare up in
West Asia, the world is watching how
those who fuelled the aggression appear
to be caught in an impasse. Right from
its start, there has been no easy way out.
The egos of warring sides, perhaps even
more than their strategic imperatives,

For well over three months since

refuse to let go. Even as a deal between
the US and Iran is now in sight one has
to be cautious. Hostilities are still
strong because distrust and bad blood
created do not go overnight.

US President Donald Trump has,
during this period, repeatedly swayed
from diabolical threats to ceasing active
hostilities to holding out hopes for a
peaceful settlement of the crisis, and
back again.

Iran’s new leadership, on the other
hand, has chosen to remain in the shad-
ows while making clear that they do not
trust the United States and will accept a
settlement primarily on their own
terms. Involved parties now speak of an
impending agreement, though there has
been no time line available through
much of the conflict, nor vital details
been forthcoming. Meanwhile, the rest
of the world, sliding into an energy cri-
sis, watches as each country struggles
to cope.

The prolonged hostilities are ham-
mering the global economy, which had
barely begun to overcome the Covid
crisis, with no happy ending in sight.
For India, seriously dependent on fuel
imports, the fallout on the economic sit-
uation has become so grim that the
prime minister has appealed to the
Indian people to initiate austerity mea-
sures.

Common Indians hit

It is a different matter that people,
after the hammering of the Covid aus-
terity years, appear sceptical of govern-
ment appeals, especially when not
practiced by those in power. There is,
however, no doubt that India’s eco-
nomic parameters are in a mess, with
exports falling, imports rising and the
rupee in a downward spiral. The war is
now hitting the common man every-
where, from Agartala to Surat and
Colombo, Coimbatore and Comilla to
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Mumbeai, Manila and  distant
Minnesota. Even more grim, precious
lives are being lost, mostly of innocents
caught in the deadly crossfire in coun-
tries which are not even parties to the
war. Scarcities of cooking fuel are
pushing people across South Asia
toward hunger. Livelihoods have been
lost among the unorganised labour
force while thousands of self-employed
street vendors, smaller restaurants and
eateries have been forced to close shop,
facing a scary, insecure future. For
middle class households across India,
everyday snacks like the ‘samosa’ or
‘dosa’ have become scarce, causing an
unintended push toward a healthy pop-
ulation!

For those worst hit, it is difficult to
comprehend that this phase of dire eco-
nomic straits and rising hunger and
deprivation is because some old men in
distant lands decided they did not like
the nature of another country’s leader-
ship.

Trump’s plan goes awry

It is apparent that Trump did not
expect the war against Iran, which he
launched along with Israeli PM
Benjamin Netanyahu, to last this long.
His idea was to launch a blitzkrieg
against Iran’s defence and nuclear facil-
ities and, having removed the top lead-
ership there the first night, expect the
Iranian people to rise in support of the
US saviour. That did not happen.

Iran fights back

While ordinary Iranians face death
and devastation, the remains of the
country’s leadership have retaliated
against the aggressor in an unprece-
dented and targeted exercise to optimise
their advantages. The collateral damage
has set the global economy on fire and
sent fuel prices sky-rocketing and
wreaked severe damage across West
Asia and beyond. The nature of their
response has left those in Washington
and Tel Aviv befuddled. Additionally,
the uncertainty of when, or indeed if,
hostilities will cease is straining inter-
national relations.

India’s role diminished

For India, at every level, the situation

Iran is a close

neighbour with which
India has civilizational
ties and shared strategic
interests, most recently in
Chabahar port, yet India
opted for silence against
the aggression

has been fraught. From the policy per-
spective, images of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hugging his Israeli
counterpart in Israel the morning before
the attacks against Iran happened did
not convey the image of the neutral
arbiter. Despite a call to cease hostili-
ties, India’s initial reactions to the war
appeared to dispel any semblance of
bipartisanship in global conflicts and
seriously undermined its credibility as a
neutral umpire. In fact, it appeared to
have ceded that position to Pakistan,
which appears favoured by both
Washington and Tehran as a mediator.

BRICS

The recently concluded BRICS for-
eign ministers’ conference, chaired by
India, displayed further erosion in
India’s moral authority and a lack of
unity, or even cohesion, within the
group. A joint statement could not be
issued because of divergences between
Iran and the UAE, both now members
of the expanded BRICS group. As
Chair, India’s statement was a summary
of the discussions held, outlining the
lack of any agreement on initiatives to
end the West Asia, or even the earlier
Russia-Ukraine hostilities. Russia is
among the original founder members of
BRICS.

Iran is a close neighbour with which
India has civilizational ties and shared
strategic interests, most recently in
Chabahar port, yet India opted for
silence against the aggression even
when Tehran urged New Delhi, as chair
of the BRICS group, to condemn the
aggression and targeting of its leader-
ship.

Other than generic statements seek-
ing a ceasefire and resumption of nego-
tiations, PM Modi has not publicly told

his friends in Tel Aviv and Washington
to end the war, although Iran’s
President Masoud Pezeshkian has been
urged to cease and desist from targeting
other countries. It is fortunate that
Iran’s current leadership has chosen to
stand by the people of India and allow
the passage of Indian vessels through
the blockaded Strait of Hormuz, there-
by easing some of the government’s
fuel procurement worries.

West Asia’s crucial role in

Indian economy

West Asia and the Persian Gulf are
vital for India. Nearly 10 million
Indians live in the region, separated
from the homeland only by the Arabian
Sea. They send home close to USD 50
billion annually, over 35% of India’s
inward remittances. In 2025, the total
remittances from Indian diaspora
totalled USD 135 billion, around 4% of
India’s GDP. These contributions
exceeded foreign direct investment
(FDI) inflows, and amounted to over
40% of India’s trade deficit.

According to the ‘Economist,’
around 38% of the amount sent by
Indian citizens overseas comes from
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates,
six countries that make up the Gulf Co-
operation Council. The region is vital
for India’s trade, energy security and
strategic interests. That region has been
badly hit.

New Delhi has been reaching out to
all the leaders concerned and PM Modi
has visited the UAE, which he called
his “second home”, to seek continued
investment and energy inflows. Abu
Dhabi has consented to assist with
India’s strategic fuel reserves.

However, whatever the optics,
including the visit of US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio to India, ostensibly
for the QUAD foreign ministers’ meet,
but also to repair the once thriving
India-US relationship, the erosion and
diminution of its global authority has
been starkly exposed over the crisis in
West Asia, a region where India has
worked very hard in recent decades to
gain trust and goodwill and shore up
critical strategic interests.

(The writer is a member of the PCI)
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INDIA NEEDS TO RESET RELATIONS WITH IRAN

India’s centuries old close relationship with Iran has come under cloud due to the recent war
with the US. This is potentially detrimental to India’s vital interests. More so because it has
affected India-bound maritime traffic through Strait of Hormuz and Chabahar Port that India
helped develop further in Iran for its trade with Central Asian countries. Now as the war may
ebb India should move to rebuild and further strengthen its old, warm and mutually beneficial

-~

Ranjit Kumar

ollowing the stabilisation of the
Fsituation in West Asia, a primary

responsibility for Indian diploma-
cy will be to earnestly pursue a reset in
its relations with Iran.

This relationship has historically
enjoyed bipartisan support, with leaders
from Nehru to Modi recognising its sig-
nificance. However, the ties faced chal-
lenges during the first Trump adminis-
tration and later after the unilateral U.S.
declaration of war on Iran and the
assassination of its Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Khamenei. India's muted
response to this drew criticism from the
diplomatic community.

Recent developments, including a
phone conversation between Prime
Minister Modi and Iranian President
Pezeshkian, along with ongoing consul-
tations between the foreign ministers of
both nations, have rekindled hopes for
improved relations. A strong and coop-
erative partnership with Iran is crucial
for advancing India's national interests
in Central Asia and beyond.

Chabahar Port agreement

Iran's agreement to allow India to

ties with Iran

develop and operate a separate Shahid
Beheshti terminal at Chabahar Port has
been instrumental in facilitating trade
with Afghanistan, particularly as the
Taliban has fostered a more amicable
relationship with India, raising con-
cerns for Pakistan.

Nevertheless, the Chabahar port pro-
ject has faced challenges, particularly
due to sanctions imposed by the Trump
administration. India is currently
engaging in discussions with U.S. offi-
cials to emphasise the strategic impor-
tance of the port within its Central Asia
policy. Strengthening ties with Iran not
only enhances India's regional influ-
ence but also supports its broader
geopolitical objectives in a complex
and evolving landscape.

Historic ties

The historical ties between India and
Iran, as highlighted by the Indian
Ministry of External Affairs, date back

millennia. In March 1950, independent
India marked a significant milestone in
its diplomatic relations by signing a
Friendship Treaty with Iran, which was
further strengthened through high-level
visits from leaders of both nations.
Initially, the relationship primarily
revolved around cooperation in the
energy sector, particularly with India's
oil imports from Iran. However, the
visit of Iranian President Muhammad
Khatami as the Chief Guest for India's
Republic Day celebrations in January
2003 added a new dimension to their
partnership. During this visit, both lead-
ers agreed on India's development of
the Chabahar port, facilitating easier
access to Central Asian countries and
direct connectivity to Afghanistan, a
route previously restricted by Pakistan.
In recent years, India's relationship
with Iran has faced significant chal-
lenges due to unilateral sanctions
imposed by the United States. Despite
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India's efforts to resist American pres-
sure, it ultimately had to halt its oil pur-
chases from Iran in 2019. Nevertheless,
following the U.S.-initiated conflict
with Iran, the Trump administration lift-
ed sanctions on Iran and the Indian-
built Chabahar port until April 26, with
extensions thereafter. India remains
hopeful about revitalising the Chabahar
port, which is crucial for enhancing
bilateral trade and access to Central
Asian markets.

Important trade point

Iran's cooperation is essential for
India in realising the ambitious
International North-South Transport
Corridor, which aims to connect India
to Russia via Iran. This corridor, span-
ning approximately 7,200 kms, has the
potential to transform regional trade
dynamics by significantly reducing
trading costs between India and Russia
by up to 55 percent. While Russia
actively promotes this project, U.S.
sanctions present a significant obstacle
that India must navigate to ensure the
corridor's successful implementation.

India has consistently prioritised the
recognition and adherence to sanctions
imposed by the United Nations, while
simultaneously viewing its relationship
with Iran as crucial for establishing

The imposition of U.S.
sanctions on Iran has
led to a complex
dynamic, wherein the
United States, through
various domestic laws,
has pressured India to
align with its directives,
resulting in a significant
reduction in Indian
purchases of Iranian oil

connections with Central Asian nations
and developing new trade routes that
facilitate access to Russian markets.

US sanctions

The imposition of U.S. sanctions on
Iran has led to a complex dynamic,
wherein the United States, through var-
ious domestic laws, has pressured India
to align with its directives, resulting in
a significant reduction in Indian pur-
chases of Iranian oil. Instead, India has
been encouraged to procure more
expensive oil from the U.S. Throughout
the tenures of Prime Ministers Nehru
and Modi, the bond between India and

Iran has only deepened. Prime Minister
Modi further reinforced this relation-
ship during his official visit to Iran in
2016, where he and Iranian President
Rouhani issued a joint statement that
underscored their shared civilizational
heritage and the historical and cultural
connections that have long defined their
partnership.

The Chabahar project has emerged
as a pivotal element in the strategic
alignment between India and Iran since
its inception in 2016. This initiative
provides India with a vital transit corri-
dor to Afghanistan and Central Asia,
circumventing reliance on routes that
traverse Pakistan. India has placed sig-
nificant emphasis on nurturing its rela-
tionship with Iran, recognizing the
deep-rooted civilizational ties that date
back to ancient times. The trade and
cultural exchanges between the two
nations have flourished over the cen-
turies, evolving in significance as glob-
al dynamics have shifted. This histori-
cal context underscores the importance
of their partnership in contemporary
geopolitics.

Civilizational connect and

more
As two of the world's oldest civiliza-
tions, India and Iran have maintained a
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vibrant relationship characterized by
trade, commerce, and cultural exchange
for millennia. This enduring connection
has facilitated the sharing of knowledge
and the promotion of people-to-people
interactions, enriching both societies.

However, in the current landscape,
both nations find themselves at a criti-
cal juncture, navigating the complexi-
ties of geo-economic and geopolitical
challenges. The evolving global order
necessitates a re-evaluation of their
strategies and alliances, as they seek to
preserve their historical ties while
adapting to the demands of the modern
world.

Strait of Hormuz

The Strait of Hormuz, historically
significant as a vital passage for Indian
traders enroute to European markets
until the 11th and 12th centuries, has
transformed from a commercial con-
duit into a contentious geopolitical
flashpoint. This shift occurred after the
region faced interruptions from
Ottoman rulers and Portuguese
invaders, altering the dynamics of
trade and diplomacy.

Indian leaders, from Jawaharlal
Nehru to Narendra Modi, have consis-
tently sought to foster a cordial and
mutually beneficial relationship with
Iran, recognising its strategic impor-
tance. However, the rapidly evolving
global landscape has prompted Indian
leadership to explore new opportuni-
ties, while still viewing Iran as a cru-
cial link to Central Asia and Russia.
The economic implications of this rela-
tionship cannot be overstated, as Iran's
role enhances India's geopolitical
stature.

As Iran consolidates its strategic
influence over the Strait of Hormuz, its
geoeconomic significance is poised to
grow even further. This waterway,
steeped in historical relevance for
India, has served as a critical junction
for trade and cultural exchange for
centuries. Indian merchants once uti-
lized Hormuz as a key trading hub,
connecting the Indian subcontinent
with Persia, Arabia, and Africa.

Integrated commercial hub

Ports such as Surat, Calicut, and

The Strait of Hormuz
has long been a pivotal
maritime gateway in
India's historical trade
and diplomatic rela-
tions, extending not only
to the Middle East but
also reaching into
Europe via Turkey. For
centuries, Indian mer-
chants navigated these
waters, forging connec-
tions that enriched both
their economies and
cultural exchanges

Masulipatnam emerged as vibrant
nodes within a broader transregional
network, facilitating commerce across
the Indian Ocean. This maritime
expanse functioned as an integrated
commercial arena, linking diverse
regions, with Hormuz at its core,
where trust-based credit systems
enabled Indian traders to thrive and
establish extensive commercial net-
works across the Gulf.

The Strait of Hormuz has long been
a pivotal maritime gateway in India's
historical trade and diplomatic rela-
tions, extending not only to the Middle
East but also reaching into Europe via
Turkey. For centuries, Indian mer-
chants navigated these waters, forging
connections that enriched both their
economies and cultural exchanges.

Seizure of Hormuz by

Portuguese

The arrival of the Portuguese in the
early 16th century marked a significant
turning point, as they seized control of
Hormuz Island, thereby dominating
the trade routes to India. This event not
only disrupted the established trade
networks but also underscored the
strategic importance of the Strait of
Hormuz in the broader context of glob-
al commerce and geopolitical manoeu-
vring. As the dynamics of international
relations continue to evolve, the histor-

ical legacy of this strait remains a crit-
ical factor in shaping India's economic
and diplomatic strategies.

The new flashpoint

The geopolitical landscape sur-
rounding the island has evolved into a
critical flashpoint in the ongoing
power struggles driven by European
colonial ambitions. This development
underscores the island's significance in
global affairs, as various nations vie
for influence and control in the region.
In contemporary times, the established
rules-based global order, particularly
the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS),
has been effectively undermined. Iran
is poised to reassert its sovereignty
over the Strait of Hormuz, compelling
the international community, includ-
ing India, to adhere to Iranian regula-
tions.

Geographical advantage of

Iran and Oman

Despite references to UNCLOS,
Iran and Oman are expected to jointly
oversee the strait, impacting the flow
of merchant vessels transporting goods
to neighbouring states and beyond.
Given that a substantial portion of
India's trade relies on this maritime
route, it is imperative for the country to
acknowledge the authority of the local
powers governing these waters.

A study by Money Control high-
lights that nearly 16 percent of India's
total trade transits through the Strait of
Hormuz, with energy imports being
particularly crucial. India's heavy
reliance on this route for energy sup-
plies leaves it with few alternatives.
With over fifth of global trade and
more than half of its energy supplies
passing through the strait, ensuring its
security is vital for India's economic
stability.

The consequences of the U.S.-led
conflict in Iran and the potential clo-
sure of the strait have starkly illustrat-
ed the risks to India's economy.
Therefore, fostering a cooperative and
amicable relationship with Iran is
essential for both nations' interests.

(The writer is a senior journalist
and strategic affairs analyst )
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WAR, FUEL,

TRUMP, TAR

RBI HURT ECONOMY, RuU

The Indian economy is in a tailspin like seldom before, pushing inflation and more so food
inflation up. It threatens the poor most. Even as some of the factors behind the current
state of the economy are external, the brunt is to be faced back home by everyone,
particularly the underprivileged. A senior banker hits the warning signs flashing and
exhorts us to keep our tracks covered with a strategy for the future

FF, DOL
N JOB I

LAR,
OPES

Paranjoy Guha Thakurta

was talking a lot about the acche

din, or better times, that would
come to people’s delight. But today he
and his even most ardent supporters are
talking about the terrible days ahead.

Twelve years ago, Narendra Modi

So much so that the Prime Minister
has announced a series of so-called aus-
terity measures.

He has urged everyone to conserve,
cut and curb excessive fuel consump-
tion, save on foreign exchange by
avoiding to buy gold and overseas trav-
el. He went on to ask our netas (leaders)
and babus (government officials) to
reduce the number of vehicles that tail
their cars to result in long and huge fuel
sucking convoys as they move around —
not that these exhortations have worked
very well.

Inflation jumps in a month

Now, let us focus on a few important
economic trends, signs and issues. The
annual inflation rate (as per the con-
sumer price index or CPI) went up to
3.48% in April 2026 from 3.4% the pre-

vious month, marking the fastest infla-
tion rate in the last 12 months.
According to the Indian government’s
Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation, this was the fourth
reading of the new CPI series, which
updated the weights of different goods
in the index based on the Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey con-
ducted two fiscal years ago, increasing
the share of non-food items in the
domestic consumer basket.

Food inflation even more
biting

What is of particular concern is that
food inflation jumped from 3.87% to
4.2% between March and April. The
poor is hurt much more because food
comprises a larger share of their total
household expenditure in comparison
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to the share of food in the expenditure
of middle-class families.

Still worse may be yet to

come

The worse is yet to come: the infla-
tion rate so far mentioned here does not
factor in the higher prices of diesel,
cooking gas, liquified natural gas and
petrol that have taken place in May.
These prices are likely to continue to
rise. The government may claim that
fuel prices have risen because of the
war in West Asia. This is true because
India imports nearly 90% of the coun-
try’s total requirements of crude oil and
petroleum products and world oil prices
have doubled between March and May.

Yet, what the government is not say-
ing is that domestic fuel prices were not
reduced when international prices were
half the current levels in 2025 and pub-
lic sector oil refining and marketing
entities minted money. Now, we as a
country have been put to collective suf-
fering.

Growing joblessness

The next economic issue of impor-
tance is unemployment. India’s overall
employment rate (in terms of the ratio
of workers to total population) current-
ly stands at between 53% and 58%,
depending on the survey considered.
While government statistics contend
that the standard unemployment rate
hovers between 3.1% and 5.2%, the
untold story about jobs is that unem-
ployment among the youth and espe-
cially among graduates is dispropor-
tionately high.

Moreover, the country’s unorganised
sector (including the huge agriculture
sector) accounts for over 90% of the
workforce — more than 44 crore work-
ers out of a total workforce of around
53.5 crore in a country with a popula-
tion of over 140 crore. In the “informal”
economy, workers don’t have formal
contracts, regular wages, social security
benefits and rely greatly on daily wages
and self-employment. Thus, it is clear
that growth of gross domestic product
(GDP) has not created sufficient
“decent” jobs outside agriculture, as per
the norms specified by the International
Labour Organization (ILO).

The country’s central
bank and apex monetary
authority, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), has
been intervening in the
foreign exchange market
by selling US dollars in
our reserves. The
ostensible aim is to

curb volatility in
exchange rates

Weak rupee, strong dollar
kick inflation up and up

The value of the Indian currency has
sharply depreciated and was hovering
around [195-1196 for one US$ in the
last week of May. Because of this we
are actually importing inflation.

Besides crude oil, the prices of fer-
tilisers, edible oils and gold have gone
up considerably. As these raw materials
and commodities now cost much more
in rupees, consumers have to bear the
brunt of higher prices. Add to this the
fact that foreign Portfolio Investors
(FPI) have run away from the country’s
stock markets.

Reserve Bank’s unreserved

answer

The country’s central bank and apex
monetary authority, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), has been intervening in
the foreign exchange market by selling
US dollars in our reserves. The ostensi-
ble aim is to curb volatility in exchange
rates. Still, the RBI cannot intervene
beyond a point and this is precisely
what is happening.

And, at the same time, the RBI is
bailing out the Indian government by
pumping in higher dividends. It has
approved a record-breaking surplus
transfer (by way of dividends) of Rs.
2.87 lakh crore to the Government of
India for the financial year that will end
on 31 March 2027. This boils down to a
6.7% increase from the payout of Rs.
2.69 lakh crore in previous fiscal year.
This “windfall” gain boosts the govern-
ment’s non-tax revenues, reduces the

need for market borrowings and con-
tains the fiscal deficit.

Be that as it may, the fact that the
economy is in a bad shape is acknowl-
edged even by those who have been
close and gained handsomely from the
Modi government. Take the case of
economist Surjit Bhalla, who was
appointed India’s executive director in
the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The headline of an article he wrote
bemoaned the fact that while the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is winning
elections, it is “losing” the economy.

In response, the government’s chief
economic  adviser V  Anantha
Nageswaran argued that “reforms” had
to be speeded up but that “pessimism
doesn’t help”.

A banker warns

Senior banker Uday Kotak has
warned that the country’s economy has
entered dangerous territory, a volatile,
fragmented global order akin to pre-
1945 tribalism. He added that the coun-
try would have to cut its reliance on for-
eign capital, foster domestic risk capi-
tal, control unnecessary consumption,
and prepare for structural energy
shocks.

Trump’s tricky tariff trap

Meanwhile, even as the Supreme
Court of the United States pushed back
against Donald Trump’s decision to
impose sweeping reciprocal tariffs, the
US is asking India to commit to buying
$500 billion worth of American goods
over a five-year period — one billion US
dollars equals approximately Rs. 9,460
crore and $500 billion works out to
around Rs. 4.7 lakh crore at the
exchange rate prevailing in mid-June.

If the Indian government agrees to
what the Trump administration is ask-
ing, it would be disastrous for the
already terrible state the Indian econo-
my has been getting caught in for a
while now.

The writer is a journalist, author,
publisher, maker of documentary
films and music videos, and an occa-
sional teacher. His email: paran-
Jjoy@wgmail.com. His website: paran-
joy.in. His YouTube channel:
Paranjoy Online.
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loooking Back

WHEN PRess CLuB BECAME MELTING
‘POT’ oF A CAREER IN JOURNALISM

Caught between fun and career Press Club once housed even a quaint news bulletin’s
office. POT News focused on news from India’s neighbouring countries and worked like a
news agency of sorts. Its cyclostyle machine whirred on the club’s first floor where a few
people, including some of the budding journalists, worked rather stoically under the watch

Faraz Ahmad

ay back in the summer of
\’s/ 1975, when Indira Gandhi
had imposed nationwide

Emergency, I did my M.A. in English
Literature from Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU). 1 was confident
since | joined the AMU in 1970 for BA
English (Hons.) to lecture younger stu-
dents one day in the verdant campus
about the nuances of English Literature
and simultaneously carry on my activi-
ties as a Students’ Federation of India
(SF) activist.

Degree and dilemma

But fate had something else in store
for me. That same year, the UGC sub-
stantially increased the pay scales of
central university teachers, bringing the

of old guards

-j."\ ' _-

-

opening salary of a lecturer at par with
that of class I Central government offi-
cers. Simultaneously, it imposed a
basic qualification for a central univer-
sity lecturer’s post -- a B+ or 55 per
cent marks. I got a second division
which till then was considered quite
creditable for an MA in English and all
such students were easily absorbed in
their alma mater or any other presti-
gious institution, including the numer-
ous colleges of Delhi University. But I
fell short of the 55 per cent cut off
mark. Instantly, doors of academia
were shut on me.

I was not really interested in becom-
ing a journalist, for I had seen my poor
father a sub-editor at the Indian
Express being paid a pittance and,
therefore, I had ruled out a career in
journalism. Now I was left with little

T

|

choice but to look for an opening in
journalism. For two years, till June,
1977, I ran around newspaper offices in
search of employment, with no success.
Naturally, these two years were frus-
trating and full of my share of despon-
dency.

And then Emergency

clouds lift

Meanwhile, I joined Delhi
University for a postgraduate Diploma
in Linguistics. In the spring of 1977
Indira Gandhi called for elections
which she lost. We all broke into cele-
bration with great fervour, raising slo-
gans outside the Express Building
Election Results bill board. It displayed
the fact that both Indira Gandhi and her
son Sanjay were humbled by voters’
verdict. But that momentary excite-
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ment subsided in no time and again I
was on the streets running around
newspaper and magazine offices.

Then one day out of the blue, my
father came home after his duty at the
Express desk with a couple of UNI
news bulletins and asked me to try and
edit those. I did, maybe not so badly.
He asked me to go to the Press Club
next day, climb the first floor and ask
for his old friend Devendra Chintan.
We were living those days in govern-
ment quarters in Timarpur, allotted to
my mother a government school teach-
er. | had no idea where the Press Club
was. My father a man of few words,
just asked me to take the 210 DTC bus
from Mall Road, get down at Patel
Chowk and walk straight down till I
find a Press Club of India board on the
next round about.

At Press Club for job

I faithfully followed his instructions
and saw the antique coal engine at Rail
Bhawan which I must have seen
umpteen times but never noticed the
Press Club right opposite it. It was
around 9.30 am and there was hardly
anyone visible on the ground floor.
What turned out to be the office of POT
News (Public Opinion Trends Analysis
and News Service), on the first floor,
was also bereft of any editorial staff.
(That much I could easily make out vis-
a-vis my father’s Express office that I
had visited sometime.) There was a
cyclostyling machine sitting on a table
tennis table and one gentleman was
busy cyclostyling while another was
languidly sweeping the floor and a
third was dusting the tables and chairs
and arranging bundles of newspapers
on each table. Till then I knew nothing
about POT News Editor Rajendra
Sareen nor what work was done there.

I asked for Mr Chintan and was
asked to sit at the biggest table there
with huge pile of newspapers, both
English and Urdu from Pakistan. I
found that rather curious. It seemed the
staff there had been told of my expect-
ed arrival.

Around 10 am Sareen Saheb arrived.
He was a tall man with a lot of gravitas.
I introduced myself and he just asked
me to sit down at the table which I was

Morarjibhai was not
just a teetotaller,
preferring his own Elixir
of life, he disposed
every morning. He

was disdainful of
journalists in general,
believing all of them to

be drunkards

already occupying. I had nothing to do,
so I started reading those English
papers, The Dawn, Pakistan Times and
SUN, Morning News etc.

Morarjibhai probits booze

This was June 6, 1977. In India,
Morarji Desai had become Prime
Minister after the Janata Party defeated
the Congress party and chose
Morarjibhai to lead the country.
Morarjibhai was not just a teetotaller,
preferring his own Elixir of life, he dis-
posed every morning. He was disdain-
ful of journalists in general, believing
all of them to be drunkards. He
imposed prohibition of sorts all around,

not like his home state Gujarat, but
rather strictly regulated creating con-
siderable economic hardship to all
drinking joints. The Press Club was no
exception.

Secretary General Kotru

The great Mr ML Kotru then a
Special Representative of The
Statesman, was the Secretary general
of the Press Club of India. Mr Sareen
one of the first Hindustan Times corre-
spondent posted in Pakistan soon after
Partition, naturally had tremendous
interest in Pakistan affairs, though later
on he had joined first the Punjab gov-
ernment in its Information Department;
and after the creation of Haryana trans-
ferred to the Haryana cadre. But at
some point of time he fell afoul of
Haryana chief minister Bansi Lal and
was suspended. That’s when he decid-
ed to start this specialised news service
producing a daily bulletin on current
affairs in Pakistan based on their print
media.

POT grows

Later, Bangladesh, Afghanistan and
Nepal bulletins were also added to the
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packet which were mostly subscribed
by Embassies, Defence Ministry,
Foreign office and certain university
libraries like the JNU. Some of those
bulky files are still available in Teen
Murti Library, [ am told.

Though I had some bit of second-
hand knowledge about journalism
through my father’s work on the
Express desk, but seeing journalists
relaxing during prohibition era in the
lawn over a beer or maybe just a cold
drink or juice with lunch, while we
poured over the Pakistani papers, was a
whole new experience, I had little idea
about. My job, Chintan Sahab
explained, was to pick newsworthy
items from Urdu newspapers and mag-
azines, translate and make a gist of
such items in English and present these
before Mr Chintan heading the
Pakistan desk. There was another elder-
ly gentleman Mr Mohd. Kazim, also
allotted to Urdu journals.

Tryst with Urdu

I had never studied Urdu at any
school. During the summer vacations
my mother used to lie down on the bed
with all three of us children surround-
ing her and she would teach us to read
Urdu. My brother and sister, both
younger than me, were bright students
and so was it for them at Urdu. But I
would doze off in between and had to
be shaken up to listen to what my
mother was teaching. So, only God
knows how much of Urdu I picked up
this way. Nevertheless, all three of us
could recognise the alphabets and
could slowly, with some difficulty read
a passage or two, thanks to my moth-
er’s persistence.

By this time, I must have come up to
class 8 in school when one of my
uncles came over from Meerut. At
night I saw him reading a Hindi
‘Jasoosi Duniya’ novel. A few days
later when he left behind his two nov-
els, I picked them up and hooked on to
the detective novels. That summer
vacation my mom decided to go to her
nanihial (matrilineage home) in Meerut
and there I found a whole stack of
Jasoosi Duniya, but in Urdu. Excited, |
picked up one and started reading. Had
some difficulty reading the first one.

| am not the only one
whose journalism career
started from this Press
Club first floor. Within
six months, Ashok
Bhattacharya, currently
the Editorial Director at
the Business Standard
too joined POT News on
the Bangladesh desk in
this same hall

But by second, third I became fluent
and facile.

Later in AMU I started reading clas-
sic Urdu literature as well. That’s how |
got my first job. I learnt later that
Sareen Sahab had asked Mr Chintan to
go to AMU to hunt for some young fel-
low with workable knowledge of Urdu
and some command over English with
interest in political developments, to
employ him as a trainee journalist. And
it so happened that he met my father
after several years in the DTC bus and
discovered over a chit chat about me
fitting Mr Sareen’s bill.

A Russian’s looks

One day I was standing and watch-
ing all those journalists enjoying their
lunch when I noticed a gentleman very
fair, with red cheeks and a cigar in his

mouth talking loudly to someone in
English. I asked Kazim Sahab “Who’s
this Russian?” He told me that it was
none other than Mr Kotru.

I 'am not the only one whose journal-
ism career started from this Press Club
first floor. Within six months, Ashok
Bhattacharya, currently the Editorial
Director at the Business Standard too
joined POT News on the Bangladesh
desk in this same hall. Partho
Mazumdar was the Bangladesh desk in
charge here with Mr Dipta Sen as a
consulting editor, visiting every day for
only a few hours. Arabinda Ghosh who
joined The Hindustan Times later was
handling the Nepal desk. Jawed Naqvi,
and some others too started their jour-
nalism career from this same Press
Club on the Pakistan desk.

Morarji goes and so does
prohibition
But once Morarji went out of power
in 1979, the prohibition regime ended
and POT News was asked to move out.
With this my rendezvous with the Press
Club ended, till I returned to Delhi as
Express reporter and became a regular
at the PCI. In fact, in those days I had
not tasted alcohol. But that is why I
found this place fascinating than when
I returned to Delhi in 1985 having tast-
ed the liquor first in Bombay Press
Club and then in the Chandigarh Press
Club.
(The writer is a senior journalist
and Member of PCI)
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Nestling like a dot for seafarers for God knows since when, the port city of Singapore has
found its real destiny in modern times and transformed from a tiny island to a bustling
country. Today a nation of diverse people, faith and ethnicity — all living in staunchly
secular ways and ethos and moving ahead uninterruptedly in this virtual crucible of
myriad cultures, ideas and thoughts with respect for all. Thanks to its founder Lee Kuan
Yew and his passionate yet cool imagination, Singapore is now a destination of pride and

L

Suresh Nautiyal

uring my travels through
DSingapore in dry February sea-
son in 2026, 1 observed the
enduring threads that bind this island to

tourists bliss and delight

India — maritime threads, cultural in
expression, and deeply human in reso-
nance.

In Little India, the scents of car-
damom and joss stick incense mingled
with artisanal coffee from contempo-
rary cafés. Tamil, Hindi, Urdu, Telugu,
Bengali, Punjabi, and Malayalam rose
in cadence above the hum of Mandarin,
Malay, and English. Street vendors,
goldsmiths, textile traders, and technol-
ogy entrepreneurs coexisted beneath
the shadow of glass towers and disci-
plined MRT lines.

The relationship between India and
Singapore has never been merely diplo-
matic. It moves like the tides — mar-
itime in spirit, civilisational in depth,
shaped by colonial crossings and insur-

gent whispers, sustained by commerce,
sharpened by strategy, layered like
ancient silt resting beneath a river’s
quiet bed.

Stand at the edge of the Singapore or
at the East Coast Park at dusk. Ships
drift across dark waters like illuminated
constellations — tankers, container ves-
sels, naval craft — each following
invisible routes drawn by geography
and history. Long before embassies and
passports, before treaties and min-
istries, there was only the sea. It carried
not only spices and textiles, but prayers,
languages, political ideas, and restless
dreams.

Early maritime worlds

Long before Singapore emerged as a
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modern state, the Malay world was in
conversation with India. The Bay of
Bengal was never a barrier; it was a cor-
ridor. Trade winds bore cotton, beads,
and pepper — and also scripts, cos-
mologies, political vocabulary, artistic
motifs. Sanskritic inscriptions, temple
forms, epics, and aesthetic principles
travelled along maritime circuits that
linked the Coromandel Coast, the
Straits of Malacca, and the archipelagos
beyond.

Singapore, though not yet a defined
polity, was part of this Indian Ocean
world — a nodal presence within a larg-
er civilisational dialogue. Exchange
preceded empire. Cultural interaction
preceded conquest. The sea itself was
archive and artery.

Even today, one encounters these
traces: temples drawing devotees at
dawn, shrines’ fragrant with jasmine,
markets alive with turmeric and silk.
The continuity is not fossilised; it
breathes in everyday transactions.

The colonial weaving: 1819
and after

The modern political shape of
Singapore began in 1819, when

Stamford Raffles, acting on behalf of
the British East India Company, estab-
lished a trading post on the island. What

Their presence was
foundational. Temples
rose beside mosques
and churches.
Serangoon Road and
Tekka became
commercial arteries.
What is now called Little
India emerged as both
refuge and enterprise

followed was not merely the founding
of a port, but the integration of
Singapore into the administrative and
economic architecture of British India.

For years, the settlement was gov-
erned from Calcutta under the Bengal
Presidency. This is no minor historical
footnote. It reveals how Singapore was
imagined within the imperial grid — as
an extension of British India’s maritime
frontier. Empire stitched the island into
circuits of extraction and governance
that stretched from London to Calcutta
to the Straits.

Through this imperial corridor came
Indians in many roles — not as abstrac-
tions, but as workers and agents of his-
tory. Convicts cleared swamps, carved

roads, erected public buildings. Sepoys
enforced colonial order. Tamil labour-
ers toiled along docks and plantations.
Sikh policemen became visible sym-
bols of authority. Chettiar financiers
extended credit networks sustaining
commerce across Malaya.

Their presence was foundational.
Temples rose beside mosques and
churches. Serangoon Road and Tekka
became commercial arteries. What is
now called Little India emerged as both
refuge and enterprise — a space where
the colonised carved dignity within
structures not of their making.

Yet, empire also constructed hierar-
chy. Racial classifications hardened

into administrative doctrine.
Segregated quarters, differentiated
labour, and stratified opportunity

shaped not only skyline and street plan,
but social consciousness. Colonial
order organised diversity through con-
trol.

Still, beneath imperial discipline,
people-built community — through
worship, language, mutual aid, and
quiet resilience.

War, occupation, and
insurgent memory

The Second World War shattered
British supremacy in Asia. In February
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1942, Singapore fell to Japan — a blow
that reverberated across the colonial
world. Imperial invincibility dissolved
in weeks.

During the Japanese occupation,
Singapore became an unexpected the-
atre in India’s struggle for freedom.
Subhas Chandra Bose arrived in
Southeast Asia to lead the Indian
National Army (INA). From Singapore
in October 1943, he proclaimed the
Provisional Government of Free India
— Azad Hind — asserting sovereignty
in exile.

Thousands of Indian prisoners of war
and civilians were reorganised into the
INA. The movement was complex, con-
troversial, entangled with Axis geopoli-
tics — yet for many participants, it was
animated by a singular conviction: that
India must be free from colonial rule.
Subhash Chandra Bose infused the
force with discipline and emotions
speaking of unity, sacrifice, and dignity.

In 1945, at Esplanade Park, Bose laid
the foundation stone of the INA War
Memorial, inscribed with three words:
Ittefaq (Unity), Itamad (Faith), Qurbani
(Sacrifice). The monument honoured
unnamed soldiers who marched with
the hope of liberation.

When Japan surrendered and British
forces returned, the memorial was
demolished under the authority of
Admiral Lord Mountbatten. Stones
were removed. But memory resisted
erasure.

The INA trials in India ignited
nationalist sentiment, accelerating the
erosion of British moral authority.
Singapore — peripheral in imperial car-
tography — had become central in psy-
chological transformation. Freedom
movements do not respect geography;
they travel along emotional currents
across oceans.

In 1995, Singapore installed a mark-
er at Esplanade Park acknowledging the
site. Walking those shaded paths in
February 2026, I felt how small mark-
ers can hold vast histories. The sea
breeze carried echoes: What sustains
courage in exile? How does memory
survive demolition?

India would achieve Independence in
1947. Singapore’s own journey toward
self-determination would unfold in sub-

After the war,
Singapore entered a
period of labour unrest,
ideological contestation,
anti-colonial
mobilisation, merger
with Malaysia, and
eventual separation in

1965

sequent decades.
Post-war political recasting

After the war, Singapore entered a
period of labour unrest, ideological
contestation, anti-colonial mobilisation,
merger with Malaysia, and eventual
separation in 1965. Under Lee Kuan

Yew and the People's Action Party, the
republic embarked upon rigorous state-
building.

Multiracialism was institutionalised.
Tamil was recognised as one of four
official languages alongside English,
Mandarin, and Malay — a formal
acknowledgment of the Indian presence
woven into the nation’s fabric.

Demography shaped public life. The
Chinese community, forming roughly
three-quarters of the population, natu-
rally influenced language and econom-
ic networks. Malays were constitution-
ally recognised as the indigenous peo-
ple of Singapore — a symbolic and his-
torical recognition requiring careful
calibration in education, defence, and
religious policy. Indians, a minority yet
vibrant community, sustained cultural
institutions, temples such as Sri
Mariamman Temple, schools, media,
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and professional networks.

Over time, the Indian community
diversified. Post-Independence profes-
sionals, financiers, academics, and
technology specialists joined older trad-
ing and labouring lineages. Indians rose
to prominence in law, medicine, busi-
ness, academia, and public office —
even the presidency — yet minority sta-
tus inevitably shaped influence.

Observing the city in 2026, 1 saw
children studying Tamil literature,
traders negotiating in markets whose
origins trace to Calcutta and Madras,
now Kolkata and Chennai, Indian-
founded technology firms contributing
to innovation. The past persisted in liv-
ing form.

Sovereign partnership in a maritime
century

Today, India and Singapore meet not
as colony and outpost, but as sovereign
states navigating a complex Indo-
Pacific century. Singapore has become
one of India’s largest sources of foreign
direct investment. The Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement
(CECA) deepened trade, financial, and
professional flows. Capital circulates
between Singapore’s financial district
and Indian innovation hubs in Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai, and Hyderabad.

Geography sharpens partnership.
Singapore sits astride the Strait of
Malacca, a chokepoint vital to global
commerce. India’s “Act East” policy
seeks deeper integration with Southeast
Asia; Singapore functions as gateway
and strategic anchor within ASEAN.
Naval exercises, defence dialogues, and
maritime cooperation underscore
shared concern for secure sea lanes.

Singapore practises calibrated prag-
matism — economically intertwined
with China, security-engaged with the
United States, strategically cooperative
with India, anchored within ASEAN.
For a small yet globally connected
state, equilibrium is survival.

Yet, beyond boardrooms and naval
decks lies a deeper axis — the people-
to-people continuum.

Indian heritage centre:
memory as architecture

In the heart of Singapore stands the
Indian Heritage Centre in Little India,

opened in 2015 under the stewardship
of the National Heritage Board. It is
more than a museum; it is a chronicle
layered across centuries.

Its galleries begin with ancient mar-
itime exchanges, move through colonial
migration, and culminate in post-1965
nation-building.  Soldiers, traders,
labourers, administrators, reformers —
their photographs, letters, textiles, and
artefacts speak in quiet testimony.
Architecturally inspired by the Indian
stepwell, the building itself suggests
descent into layered memory — each
level a stratum of time.

The Centre reminds visitors that his-
tory here is not ornamental nostalgia. It
is living inheritance. It belongs not to

empire, but to the people who laboured,
resisted, worshipped, traded, taught,
and dreamed.

Living maritime axis

If empire once bound India and
Singapore through hierarchy, today
they are linked by interdependence. The
story is not linear. It moves through
domination and resistance, minority
endurance and majority consolidation,
economic pragmatism and strategic
foresight.

Stand again at the Singapore Strait.
Ships now carry commerce, data, ener-
gy, and calculation. Yet, within their
movement flows an older rhythm — the
footsteps of Tamil labourers, Sikh
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policemen, Chettiar financiers, nation-
alist revolutionaries, dockworkers,
teachers, engineers, and entrepreneurs.

India and Singapore remain woven
by water. Not ruler and subjects, not
periphery and centre, but neighbours in
a restless oceanic century — carrying
memory, aspiration, and the quiet con-
viction that history, however turbulent,
ultimately belongs to the people who
endure it.

To speak of the Common Era in
Singapore’s historical sense is not
merely to invoke a neutral calendar; it is
to enter a long unfolding tide of time in
which a small island repeatedly rede-
fined its place in the world.

In the early centuries of the Common
Era, long before modern borders or
national flags, the island lay quietly
along the maritime highways that
stitched together India, China, and the
Malay Archipelago. Traders followed
the monsoon winds, and ships carrying
ceramics, spices, textiles, and ideas
moved  through these  waters.
Singapore—though not yet called by
that name—stood within this restless
geography of exchange. By the four-
teenth century, it appeared in regional
memory as Temasek, a settlement tied
to the ebb and flow of regional powers.
It was not an empire, not a capital of
grandeur, but a node—alert, listening to
the currents of Asia.

Centuries passed. The island receded
from prominence, resting within the
loose embrace of the Johor-Riau world.
It remained a place of fishermen, scat-
tered settlements, and strategic possibil-
ity. History, in this phase of the
Common Era, secemed to move else-
where—until the winds shifted again.

In 1819, a new chapter opened when
Stamford Raffles arrived under the ban-
ner of the British East India Company.
What followed was not merely the
establishment of a trading post, but the
insertion of the island into the circuitry
of empire. The nineteenth century
reshaped Singapore dramatically.
Migrants arrived in waves—from
southern China, from the Indian sub-
continent, from the Malay world—each
carrying language, labour, belief, and
hope. The Common Era, in this colonial
century, was marked by docks and

Today, when

Singapore marks dates
on the global calendar,
it does so within a secu-
lar chronology shared
across cultures. Yet,
beneath those neutral
numbers lies a distinctly
local narrative

warehouses, by segregation and oppor-
tunity, by exploitation and enterprise.
The island grew not through conquest,
but through commerce.

Yet, the twentieth century reminded
Singapore that history can turn abrupt-
ly. The Japanese Occupation during the
Second World War fractured the myth
of imperial invincibility. Suffering,
scarcity, and fear scarred collective

memory. When the war ended, the cer-
tainty of colonial permanence ended
with it. The Common Era now became
a time of awakening—a period of polit-
ical mobilisation, negotiation, and aspi-
ration.

Lee Kuan Yew’s leadership

In 1959, self-governance arrived. In
1963, merger with Malaysia seemed to
promise regional belonging. In 1965,
sudden separation forced an uncertain
independence. Under the leadership of
Lee Kuan Yew, the island embarked on
an experiment that few could think to
succeed. Bereft of natural resources,
surrounded by larger neighbours,
Singapore turned to discipline, plan-
ning, and education as its instruments
of survival. Housing blocks rose where
kampungs once stood; industries
replaced entrepdt dependency; English
became a bridge language even as
mother tongues were preserved.

Thus, the later decades of history
witnessed a profound transformation:
from colonial port to sovereign repub-
lic, from vulnerability to calculated
resilience. Institutions such as the
Indian Heritage Centre emerged not
merely as cultural spaces, but as
reminders that the nation’s modernity
rests upon layered inheritances.
Singapore’s story in this period is not a
linear triumph but careful construc-
tion—an ongoing negotiation between
memory and momentum.

Today, when Singapore marks dates
on the global calendar, it does so within
a secular chronology shared across cul-
tures. Yet, beneath those neutral num-
bers lies a distinctly local narrative.
They contain Temasek’s tides, the colo-
nial clang of shipyards, wartime
anguish, the tremor of independence,
and the disciplined striving of a city-
state that refused to accept smallness as
fate.

In Singapore’s historical imagina-
tion, this span of years is the measure of
becoming. It is the long arc through
which geography offered possibility,
adversity-imposed resolve, and human
agency transformed an island into a
nation.

(The writer is a globetrotter and
Member of PCI)
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INDIA IN SINGAPORE: MIGRATION,
MINGLING, BLENDING AND BECOMING

The port-city State of Singapore is an amazing blend of enterprise and belonging. It once

brought together people of diverse origins, Indians included. And, thus, reeled off a story,

triggered first by search for livelihood but soon becoming much more where future looks
assured, courtesy Singapore’s warm and welcoming grain and ethos

ucked along Campbell Lane in
I the vibrant precinct of Little
India, the Indian Heritage Centre
(IHC) in Singapore is a museum and
quite a bit more. It is a living bridge
between history and modernity,
between migration and nationhood, and
between the personal and the collective
civic milieu.

Opened in May 2015 under the
watch of the National Heritage Board,
the Indian Heritage Centre stands as the
culmination of years of vision and
advocacy. Although its official inaugu-
ration took place after the presidency of
SR Nathan, Singapore’s sixth President
and a statesman of Indian origin, the
idea of a dedicated institution for Indian
heritage had been discussed and nur-
tured during his tenure.

Nathan consistently emphasised the
importance of preserving minority her-
itage within Singapore’s multicultural
framework, encouraging younger gen-
erations to understand their historical

S— |

journey and underscoring the role of
heritage institutions in strengthening
national identity. His moral support and
advocacy helped sustain momentum
within the National Heritage Board and
among Indian community leaders, ulti-
mately contributing to the establish-

ment of a permanent centre to chronicle
the Indian diaspora’s story in
Singapore.

The Centre does not merely preserve
objects or relics; it narrates the cen-
turies-long journey of a community and
illuminates how human movement
across oceans gradually becomes part
of a shared national consciousness.

Walking through Little India’s streets
today, the vibrancy of commerce, devo-
tion, and everyday life is immediately
apparent. Garlands sway above
shopfronts, fragrant spices scent the air,
and temple bells chime amid the whirr
of motorcycles and chatter of traders,
and pedestrians. The Centre functions
both as an anchor and a compass in this
urban tapestry: it anchors a heritage
both ancient and evolving, and it points
toward new dialogues on identity,
diversity, and belonging in the twenty-
first century.

To fully understand its resonance,
however, one must travel backward in
time, beyond the colonial archive, and
into the older currents of maritime Asia,
where Singapore’s connections with
India and the wider world were first
forged in a rather quiet way.

Maritime worlds before
empire

Long before European vessels
entered Asian waters, the Indian Ocean
was not a barrier but a bridge. From the
early centuries of the Common Era,
India, China, Africa, and Southeast Asia
were bound through intricate maritime
networks. Traders, monks, envoys, and
scholars navigated the monsoon winds,
carrying not only commodities —
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spices, textiles, and beads — but cos-
mologies, scripts, political ideas, and
artistic motifs. Religion, philosophy,
and culture travelled alongside material
goods, shaping societies far from their
points of origin.

Hinduism and Buddhism, for
instance, travelled eastward from the
subcontinent, finding expression in
Angkor, Srivijaya, and Majapahit.
These were not acts of simple imita-
tion, but processes of adaptation, where
Sanskrit interwove with local lan-
guages, temple forms absorbed indige-
nous aesthetics, and belief systems
were creatively reshaped through
regional imagination.

Within this broader Asian maritime
continuum lay the island later known as
Singapore. By the fourteenth century,
the settlement appeared in regional
memory as Temasek, a modest yet
strategic node along trade routes link-
ing India, China, and the Malay world.
For centuries thereafter, Singapore
remained under the loose jurisdiction of
the Johor-Riau sphere, a quiet settle-
ment of fishermen and traders, attentive
to passing currents and waiting for his-
tory’s next turn.

This early history demonstrates that
Singapore’s Indian connections were
neither incidental nor superficial.
Maritime trade was a vector not only of
commerce but of culture, polity, and
ideas. Through centuries of exchange,
the Indian subcontinent shaped the reli-
gious, linguistic, and aesthetic textures
of the region, leaving traces visible
even in Singapore’s later temples, festi-
vals, and commercial networks.

1819 and after: port,
empire, migration

The course of Singapore’s history
was transformed in 1819, when Sir
Stamford Raffles established a British
free port under the East India Company.
Strategically located at the southern tip
of the Malay Peninsula, the island
became an essential hub in British mar-
itime trade and an entry point into
Southeast Asia. By the mid-nineteenth
century, Singapore was a bustling port,
particularly for textiles and regional
commerce, attracting migrants from
across the Indian subcontinent —

Mr. Mustaq
Ahmad

Mr. Kartar Singh
Thakral

Tamils, Punjabis, Gujaratis, Bengalis,
Malayalis, Sindhis, and others.

These migrants did not arrive as a
monolith. Some came voluntarily, seek-
ing opportunity in a port of commerce;
others arrived under indenture or as
part of colonial regiments. Large-scale
migration to the Malay Peninsula dur-
ing the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries channelled labourers and pro-
fessionals to Penang, Port Swettenham,
Singapore, and later Port Klang. In
Singapore, settlement patterns often
reflected occupational specialisation:
Chulia Kampong (today Chulia Street
and Market Street) housed traders and
moneylenders; port and railway work-

ers formed communities in Tanjong
Pagar; shipbuilders laboured along
North Bridge Road; textile merchants
flourished on High Street and Arab
Street; naval base employees settled in
Sembawang. Over time, the Serangoon
Road district evolved into what is wide-
ly recognised today as Little India.

Religious monuments marked pres-
ence and continuity. Temples along
South Bridge Road, Telok Ayer Street,
and Serangoon Road anchored spiritual
life. The Sri Veeramakaliamman
Temple became one of Little India’s
sacred nuclei, offering solace amid
migration’s uncertainties. Through
worship, language, commerce, and
mutual aid, community coherence
emerged despite the challenges of dis-
placement, unfamiliarity, and colonial
hierarchy.

Migration during this era was deeply
human, layered with longing, adapta-
tion, and resilience. Labourers cleared
land, built roads, tended kilns, and
worked docks; their toil underpinned
the colony’s infrastructure. Traders and
entrepreneurs animated mercantile net-
works. Religious teachers sustained rit-
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ual and cultural continuity. Soldiers and
indentured workers, often compelled by
circumstance, nonetheless contributed
enduringly to the island’s foundations.
Movement across seas was never mere-
ly demographic; it was emotional,
social, and intellectual, shaping both
individuals and society in profound
ways.

Little India: A living

landscape

Little India, as it gradually took
shape, was not merely a residential dis-
trict; it was a living landscape, where
commerce, culture, and devotion inter-
twined. From brick kilns and cattle
farms to sari shops and modern enter-
prises, the neighbourhood evolved
organically. Festivals such as Deepavali
and Thaipusam continue to animate the
streets, weaving tradition into daily life.

The Indian Heritage Centre itself
emerges seamlessly from this context.
Its architecture draws inspiration from
the Indian baoli or stepwell — histori-
cally a communal gathering space —
symbolically inviting visitors to
descend into layers of memory. At the
same time, glass and geometric forms
reflect Singapore’s modern skyline, cre-
ating a dialogue between past and pre-
sent. In its very structure, the building
embodies the paradox of diaspora: con-
tinuity within adaptation, memory with-
in modernity.

Galleries of memory: From

contact to citizenship

The Centre’s permanent galleries
unfold chronologically, guiding visitors
through a narrative arc that links past to
present. The first gallery, Early Contact,
explores pre-colonial maritime and cul-
tural exchanges, illustrating
Singapore’s position within larger
Asian networks. The second gallery,
Roots and Routes, examines 19th and
20th century migration, presenting let-
ters, suitcases, jewellery, and textiles
that humanise the experience of cross-
ing seas. The third gallery, Pioneers,
highlights civic leaders such as Navroji
R Mistri and William Lawrence Soma
Basapa, whose philanthropy strength-
ened community cohesion. The fourth
gallery, Social and Political Awakening,

situates the Indian community within
anti-colonial and reformist currents,
reflecting the influence of figures like
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru,
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, and
Periyar. Finally, the fifth gallery,
Making of the Nation, honours post-
independence contributions, including
statesmen such as S Rajaratnam and
philanthropists like P Govindasamy
Pillai, whose vision and generosity
helped shape modern Singapore.

Through these galleries, the narrative
shifts from migration to participation,
from settlement to citizenship, demon-
strating how diasporic communities
evolve from outsiders to integral partic-
ipants in national life.

The moral compass of a
young republic

In 1966, just one year after
Singapore’s independence, S
Rajaratnam (1915-2006), country’s first
foreign minister, authored the National
Pledge, a civic invocation recited daily
in schools and at national events: "We,
the citizens of Singapore, pledge our-
selves as one united people, regardless
of race, language or religion, to build a
democratic society, based on justice and
equality, so as to achieve happiness,
prosperity and progress for our nation."

Rajaratnam emphasised that
Singapore’s fragile multi-ethnic repub-
lic could survive only if citizens imag-
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ined themselves as Singaporeans first.
His call was for the transformation of
diaspora identity into national belong-
ing. Devan Nair, Singapore’s third
President, later reflected on this shift,
noting that his generation began as
British subjects of Indian origin, while
their children grew up feeling wholly
Singaporean. SR Nathan, the sixth
President, further urged historical self-
awareness, encouraging citizens to look
back, assess the nation’s journey, and
recognise unfinished responsibilities.
Between exhortation and reflection lies
the arc of becoming — a central theme
that the Indian Heritage Centre seeks to
convey.

Post-war awakening and
nation-building

The post—World War-II era witnessed
the rise of anti-colonial nationalism
across Malaya and Singapore. A shared
sense of destiny began to transcend eth-
nic divisions. Following independence
in 1965, Singapore consciously devel-
oped a multicultural and meritocratic
framework. Indians participated fully in
public life — in politics, civil service,
law, banking, medicine, science, tech-
nology, education, the arts, and trade
unions. Cultural traditions such as
Bharatanatyam, culinary practices from
dosai to biryani, and religious festivals
became interwoven into Singapore’s
national fabric, enriching the republic’s
social and developmental landscape.

Although constituting approximately
nine percent of the population, the
Indian community has remained an inte-
gral strand of the city-state’s identity,
reflecting a broader truth: that migration
is not merely an additive phenomenon
but a transformative one, shaping both
the newcomers and the society that
receives them.

Heritage as participation

The Indian Heritage Centre is not
confined to vitrines and labels. Its
spaces are animated by performances,
workshops, lectures, and educational
programmes that connect past to pre-
sent. Historical panels, drawn from
archives and oral testimonies, invite vis-
itors to engage directly with the arte-
facts — to think, observe, and reflect in

situ, in the space where the objects and
narratives are curated. This immersive

engagement allows migration to
become memory, and memory to
become responsibility. History ceases to
be an abstraction; it is lived and person-
al, bridging the temporal and spatial gap
between past journeys and present citi-
zenship.

In this sense, the Centre embodies an
analytical principle: understanding her-
itage requires participation. Visitors
move from pre-colonial trade networks
to modern policymaking, from ritual

objects to civic ideals. Through these
layered encounters, they witness the
transformation of migrants into citizens,
and of diasporic memory into a national
narrative.

Conclusion: Melting into

one united people

Ultimately, the Indian Heritage
Centre tells a story larger than the
migration alone. It narrates the process
of becoming: how people who crossed
seas — voluntarily or under constraint
— gradually shaped, and were shaped
by, a new homeland. It demonstrates
that identity evolves without erasing
roots, and that multiculturalism is not
passive coexistence but active participa-
tion in shared civic ideals.

Amid Little India’s mosaic of colour,
devotion, and commerce, the Centre
stands as a witness to transformation.
Singapore’s story, it shows, is not singu-
lar but symphonic, composed of count-
less journeys converging into one
pledge: to be one united people, build-
ing a democratic society based on jus-
tice and equality, so as to achieve happi-
ness, prosperity, and progress for the
nation.

Thus, the Indian Heritage Centre sit-
uates memory within the contemporary
city, linking centuries of maritime trade,
colonial migration, wartime rupture,
political awakening, and nation-build-
ing into a coherent narrative of human
agency, resilience, and shared belong-
ing. It reminds visitors that history is not
merely to be remembered, but to be
experienced, reflected upon, and carried
forward.

-SN
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DEeLHI PoLice: A GLORIOUS LEGACY
GETTING LOST THOUGH IN UNIFORM?

Delhi Police virtually embodies centuries old and often tumultuous history of Delhi. From
the impeccable integrity of its Kotwal of yore, the city police force has a stupendous task to
cling to its stellar standards of the past and take it forward in these uncertain times

™. e

Inder Vashisth

nlike in the past, Delhi Police
l | may not enjoy a very good image

today. But the force has, indeed, a
glorious history. There was a time when
Delhi’s Kotwal was often cited as a stel-
lar example of honesty. The history of
police is strewn with stories of the
Kotwal’s integrity through much of its
history.

Yet, no police officer can be com-
pared to that standard. The situation has
deteriorated to such an extent that people
are appalled by the corruption within the
police force. Policemen themselves are
found involved in serious crimes like
extortion, robbery, and collusion with
criminals. Corruption is rampant within
the force.

This is not merely about accepting
bribes. If a police officer fails to perform
his or her duties honestly, fails to provide
individuals with their rightful protection,
refuses to register a criminal case, files a
false case, implicates or arrests an inno-
cent person, or protects subordinates
who collude with criminals, it is not just
corruption but a serious crime.

The misuse of authority by IPS offi-

cers for personal gain, squandering away
public funds, and using government
vehicles for family purposes also consti-
tute corruption.

Centuries old Delhi Police

The origins of the Delhi Police system
are believed to date back approximately
800 years. At that time, the Kotwal (City
Police Chief) was responsible for main-
taining security and law and order in
Delhi. Gangadhar, the grandfather of
India’s first Prime Minister, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, was the last Kotwal of
Delhi in the Mughal period. The Delhi
Police has come a long way ever since to
become one of the most well-resourced
police forces in the country.

First Kotwal of Delhi

Delhi’s first Kotwal (Police Chief)
was Malikul Umara Faqruddin. He
became Kotwal in 1237 AD at the age of
40. In addition to his role as Kotwal, he
was also appointed Naib-e-Gibt (in the
absence of the Regent). Due to his
impeccable integrity, he held this posi-
tion for a long time during the reigns of
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When Mughal

Emperor Shah Jahan
made Delhi his capital
in 1648, Ghazanfar
Khan was appointed the
first Kotwal of the new
city of Shahjahanabad.
He was later also
appointed Mir-e-Atish
(Chief of Artillery)

three Sultans.

On one occasion, when some Turkish
nobles approached him to secure the
withdrawal of Sultan Balban’s order
confiscating their estates, the Kotwal is
recorded to have said, “My words will
carry no weight if 1 accept any bribe
from you.”

The Kotwal’s police headquarters was
located in Qila Rai Pithora, present-day
Mehrauli. History also records the name
of Kotwal Malik Ala-ul-Mulk, who was
appointed by Sultan Alauddin Khilji in
1297 AD. Sultan Khilji once remarked
about him, “I am appointing him as
Kotwal, even though he is worthy of the
position of Wazir (Prime Minister).”

It is also mentioned that while leaving
for war, Sultan Khilji handed over the
keys of the city to Kotwal Malik,
instructing him to give them to the victor
and serve him with the same loyalty.

Shah Jahan’s time

When Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan
made Delhi his capital in 1648,
Ghazanfar Khan was appointed the first
Kotwal of the mnew city of
Shahjahanabad. He was later also
appointed Mir-e-Atish  (Chief of
Artillery).

After the 1857 Revolt, the British cap-
tured Delhi, and the Kotwal system came
to an end. Pandit Gangadhar Nehru, the
grandfather of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
and father of Motilal Nehru, was the
Kotwal of Delhi during the reign of the
last Mughal emperor, Bahadur Shah
Zafar.

According to the Ain-i-Akbari, the
Kotwal was required to be present dur-
ing court proceedings. He received daily
updates on the city’s activities through
chowkidars (watchmen) and informants.
The British reorganised the police in
1857. At that time, Delhi was part of
Punjab.

Police in British Delhi

Even after becoming the capital in
1912, policing in Delhi continued to be
under the Punjab Police. The first Chief
Commissioner of Delhi was appointed
and given powers equivalent to the
Inspector General of Police (IG), with
headquarters in Ambala. According to
the 1912 Gazette, the Delhi Police was

controlled by a DIG-rank officer. The
force ~was commanded by a
Superintendent of Police (SP) and a
Deputy SP. At that time, there were two
inspectors, 27 sub-inspectors, 110 head
constables, 985 constables, and 28 caval-
rymen to police the city.

The rural areas of Delhi had two
inspectors, with headquarters at Sonipat
and Ballabhgarh. Ten police stations
came under three tehsils—Sonipat,
Delhi, and Ballabhgarh.

In 1861, the British established five
police stations in Delhi: Sabzi Mandi,
Kotwali, Sadar Bazaar, Mehrauli, and
Mundka (now Nangloi). Police barracks
were located in Civil Lines.

The historic Kotwali police station
building was later handed over to
Gurudwara Sis Ganj Sahib. The Nangloi
police station, established in 1861 for
rural areas, was known as the Mundka
police station until 1872.

Delhi Police after

independence

The Delhi Police was reorganised in
1946, and the number of personnel was
doubled. In 1948, D.W. Mehra was
appointed as the first Inspector General
of Police in Delhi. Since his appointment
was made on February 16, the date is
celebrated as Delhi Police Foundation
Day. The Police Commissioner system
was implemented in Delhi on July 1,
1978.

On October 31, 2019, the Delhi Police
Headquarters shifted to its newly con-
structed 17-storey building on Jai Singh
Marg, near Parliament House in New
Delhi.

Earlier, the headquarters operated
from ITO and Kashmiri Gate. Delhi cur-
rently has 225 police stations and a
police force of approximately 90,000
personnel.

Today, the Delhi Police is perhaps the
largest metropolitan police force in the
world, larger than those of London,
Paris, New York and Tokyo.

The police have a glorious history.
Honest officers must draw inspiration
from it and strive to restore the force’s
credibility. Only then can its image truly
be revived.

(The writer is a senior journalist
and a Member of the PCI)
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A FRIEND CAME FROM SIBERIA, FLEW
Back TO CoME AGAIN WITH A FLOCK

Come winter and Siberian cranes looking for warmth wing all the way to India with rare
glee. But first came a lone soul to make a lovely story set in the jungles of Himalayas

Lavlin Thadani

nce, a long, long time ago, a
Siberian crane visited our
country, India, the first one to

do so. And as he entered lifting snow-
packs of the Himalayas, spraying sil-

ver flakes over the valleys, the tropics
woke up to this unusual happening...
The jungle rang an alarm, leaves bent
to protect nests and beehives from a
possible assault of this large white
bird. The local birds alerted the little
ones hiding them under the twigs.
Who was he? How had the Himalayas
allowed a stranger to enter their
domain? Each one had his own doubts,
his own fears.

While the distant guest, unaware of
the tropical heat, parked himself under
a thick banyan tree, "God", said he,
"Will I survive this summer? Seems |
have come at the wrong time of the
year or maybe, it gets even worse!
Who knows?"

As he sat sweating for the first time

in his life, the good old banyan tree,
feeling the frost in the bird’s wings,
began to shiver and his leaves sudden-
ly changed shade from the summer
green to the autumn gold. “A mira-
cle!”, whispered the bewildered crane.
And as he watched the dance of death
of the broken crisp leaves, it dawned
upon him that the banyan tree, unable
to bear the cold in his, the Siberian
crane’s wings, had to cast off his
leaves.

"Sorry," apologised the crane, "I
didn't mean to do that! I have come
from a land so far, a barren land of
Siberia, covered with layers and layers
of snow, on which my family, friends
and I used to sleep, with a little dis-
comfort sometimes. Sleeping on that
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moist white expanse, one night, I
dreamt of a country bathed in sun-
shine, of the sky so blue, that my soul
began to dance, of fairy-like delicate
flowers, gently responding to the
caresses of the warm passionate
wind... and as its fragrance filled my
being, I woke up and allowing my
heart to guide me, I arrived here."

The banyan tree responded with a
very confused smile.

"Welcome, my friend from afar.
Welcome to the country you dreamt
of. And now, I suggest you relax as
you must be tired while I shall spread
two crisp sheets of leaves to keep you
as cool as possible in our tropical heat.
By the way, I am the banyan tree.
Would you please introduce your-
self?”

“l am a crane from Siberia, some
4000-km north of here.”

“Gosh, 4000 kilometres!” replied
the banyan tree.

As the guest-crane dozed off, a
watchful bird, serving as a spy for the
king of the jungle, hopped on to the
tree and collecting whatever informa-
tion she could, carried it to the king.
The perplexed lion summoned an
urgent meeting. In his opening speech,
he talked of the dream of the crane
from an unknown land called Siberia...
where (he paused), rulers like him did
not exist. He paused again, cleared his
throat. Following the indication, the
inhabitants of the jungle quickly
applauded.

He spoke of the gracious hospitality
extended by the banyan tree and “tak-
ing his experience into account”, said
the lion, “which was vast as the tree
was 200 years old”, the king emphati-
cally declared that all of them, without
fearing the Siberian crane, should
make friends with him, making his
stay pleasant and memorable. And as
everyone clapped, inquisitive and
eager to meet the most unusual and
outstanding guest in years, the
Siberian crane woke up... found him-
self surrounded by friendly, strange,
smiling faces. He instantly knew his
arrival was being warmly greeted by
one and all.

Two squirrels, as if on cue, jumped
down from the tree and while one

combed the lion’s mane, the other tied
a nice blue bow for the occasion.
Welcoming the guest, the lion intro-
duced him to some animals he had
never seen before. The introduction
was closely followed by a jungle
anthem chirped by the birds. Elephants
blew the trumpets of happiness, the
peacocks presented a monsoon dance,
rabbits served sweet carrots, the pan-
ther clicked photographs, the deer
made pretty eyes at the guest much to
the annoyance of the tigers, while the
fox cooked a clever, improvised meal
of fresh vegetable curry and rice.
Rabbits were energetically hopping
to please the guest, much to the satis-
faction of the host, the lion. The crane
relished the Indian cuisine and pro-
fusely thanked the host and his effi-
cient team. He added, “I am sorry,
Your Highness, I am not very well
turned out for the occasion. The next
time, I will carry my red bow. You

TSGR |

know, we, Russians, like the colour
red.”

“I understand”, replied the lion,
“You come from a country where the
climate is very cold; so, you like warm
colours. Here, the climate is warm;
hence, we like cool colours like the
blue colour of my silk bow.”

The jungle population thunderously
clapped at the in-depth knowledge
their king had of every subject.

“The curious faces of my friends
here tell me they would like to learn
more about my land. May [, with your
permission, Your Majesty?”

“Yes, of course! Even I would love
to hear!” replied the lion.

The crane narrated stories of the
sparkling frozen crystals of Siberia, of
the aroma of the freshly baked bread in
the winters, of the sky, heavy, almost
leaning against the earth, of the trees
that stood naked, awaiting the soft
SNOW.
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“In our land too, we have squirrels
and they take great leaps; so, they have
come to be known as flying squirrels!”
said the crane. “Flying squirrels!
Wow!” exclaimed the animals.

“Yes, our Siberia too is a wonder-
land with its reindeer, rough-legged
falcons, grey wolves, Siberian brown
bears, Siberian weasels and even our
unique Siberian tigers!”

“Tigers! How do they hunt in a
place with naked trees and endless
expanses of snow? May not be as
much fun as here where we can hide
behind the bushes!” said one tiger.

The crane laughed heartily at this
well-thought-out comment. “They
have a much thicker coat given our
cold, though coloured in a lighter
shade of orange. They have
brown and not black stripes like you;
they manage their camouflage quite
well.”

Thereafter, when the juicy sweet
mangoes were been served to the
guest as the sweet dish, the black pan-
ther, with his camera tied to his neck,
jumped from the banyan tree and
pounced on the mangoes. Everyone
was shocked and the lion roared in
anger. “How dare you, panther? No
manners, no shame! The fox has
selected the best mangoes for our
guest and you, greedy, large-
whiskered brute! You want to gobble
them up all alone!” and he roared
again, and the roar frightened the
crane who tried to intervene saying,
“Never mind, Your Majesty!”

“You may please stay out of this
mess! Let me deal with this ill-
behaved panther as per the constitu-
tion of our jungle!”

The frightened panther could not
believe his ill-luck and tried his best to
placate his king by clicking some pic-
tures.

Looking at two of the tigers, he
ordered, “Confiscate his camera!”

The panther, bereft of his camera,
was facing the king’s fury. “So, pan-
ther, why did you pounce on our
guest’s mangoes?”

“Your Majesty, mangoes belong to
our jungle, meant for our own con-
sumption, not for the stranger coming
from God knows what kind of icy ter-

rain. And you know my weakness for
mangoes, Your Majesty!”

“How dare you insult our guest and
his homeland? And your weakness for
mangoes stands to be corrected! Come
on, monkeys, lift this greedy panther
and put him upside down, tying his tail
to a strong branch of the banyan tree.”

The crane knew from his experi-
ence back home that every offence
was punishable, but this punishment
was unimaginable; so, with folded
wings, he pleaded, “Your Highness,
please do not punish this mango-lov-
ing panther on my account.”

“Need I repeat, my guest that [ have
to follow the laws of our jungle?
Monkeys, don’t waste any time!”

“Oh, please, please, Your Majesty! |
promise never to pounce on a guest’s
food!” pleaded the panther.

The king called for the opinion of
the public for this serious matter.
Some voted for punishment, while
others for pardon. The parrot counted
the number of animals in each group
and announced, “50 on each side!”

“Hmmm...”, responded the lion.
“We need to amend our constitution
but what to do now?”

The large-hearted, compassionate
crane went and stood on the side of the
animals seeking a pardon of the pan-
ther. The king was shocked and before
he could cite the constitution, the intel-
ligent crane said, “Your Highness,
now that I am in your jungle, may I
please accept you as our king and may
you count me as one of your subjects
too.”

The king’s face suddenly exuded a
big smile. “But of course, you are wel-
come to join my kingdom not only as
a subject but given your wisdom in
tackling difficult situations, I hereby
appoint you as a visiting advisor at my
court.”

The crane bowed as low as he
could, spreading his wings, but before
he could say anything, the panther
landed near the crane and lovingly
licked him. The fox retorted, “Enough,
panther! Stop behaving like a monkey!
The crane wants to say something.”

The crane thanked the king. “India
is not only a beautiful land but has a
great culture and sense of justice.

Now, may [ please thank all my
friends here. I shall fly back here, the
next time in the winter to soak in some
cool sunshine, with my family and
friends. The summer weather here is
too hot for us, Siberian cranes.”

All the animals bade him a nice
farewell and gave him two boxes of
mangoes for his family and friends.
“Let them have the taste of India”, said
the lion, “and do bring them along the
next time.”

Before taking flight, the crane lay
down on a carpet of soft, scented grass
and heard some ancient tales from the
lovely insects... He watched as one by
one the stars came out. And he won-
dered at the richness and magnanimity
of Indian nature... Two such diverse
lands and climates coexisted on one
planet, he thought happily and he
slowly began to hum -

As I slept on the earth

white soft with

snowflakes at night

I dreamt of a beautiful land

of jungles thick, sunny flowers

and golden sand.

And with this song on his lips, he
traveled through the Ghats, the hills
on both the sides of the Indian penin-
sula, down to the ocean blue deep...
and as he traveled, he went on collect-
ing little souvenirs for his family and
friends back home. He collected peb-
bles on the beach, peacock feathers in
the jungles, pearls and some other pre-
cious stones for his favourite beryoz-
ka tree.

On his arrival back to Siberia, he
wrote a lovely book on his travels to
India, which still remains a jungle
bestseller, and he kept dreaming of the
country that lay serene and peaceful
under the deep night sky with millions
of stars, enveloped in fragrance rare
and exotic... only this time, his dreams
were real... they had been realized.
The crane flew back to India every
year in the summer, along with his
family and friends, a tradition that has
continued for generations, with some-
times as many as 70 Siberian cranes in
a magnificent flock visiting our beau-
tiful country.

(Lavlin Thadani, an author and
Sfilmmabker, is Member of PCI)

46 | April, 2026

www.pressclubofindia.org



Film Club

PCI TURNS A NEW PAGE WITH WEEKLY
SCREENING OF FILMS FOR ITS MEMBERS

The audiovisual art of films — both documentaries and feature films in short as well as
long format — have found its new destination in the Press Club of India. Every Thursday
evening a new film is screened by the PCI’s film club since this midsummer. The screening
is followed by a discussion between its cast, crew and the audience

Jahnavi Sen

ome Thursday evening and the
‘ Press Club is set abuzz. The

PCI’'s Film Club meets on the
first floor in Conference Hall to watch a
film together and discuss it afterwards.
Launched on May 19 by PCI president
Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty, the club
has already screened a number of docu-
mentaries, short films and feature films.

The first film

The opening film on May 19 was
Bedabrata Pain’s Déja vu. Set in the
context of the farmers’ protests at the
outskirts of Delhi and beyond through
the year 2020 and 2021, the documen-
tary looked at how corporatisation has
all but wiped-out small farmers in the
US. The move made it impossible for
farmers in the US to compete in the
open market. Soon it turned vibrant vil-
lages into virtual ghosts’ abode as near-
ly everyone was forced to sell their land
and move out.

Pain participated through a Q&A
after the film. It spoke about the paral-
lels -- and differences -- seen in the
Indian and American scenarios, and
why it is so crucial, even if difficult, that
India not follow the same path.

More screenings

Other moving documentaries have
followed through subsequent
Thursdays. These included Sanjay
Kak’s Words on Water and Shaunak
Sen’s Oscar-winning All That Breathes.
The two films were made more than a
decade apart. They followed different
styles, but both sought to bring out real-
ities of India that felt extremely relevant

to our times. With the filmmakers join-
ing in to speak about both the issues
they had highlighted and their craft, the
evenings proved to be enriching and ful-
filling for all those who were able to
join.

First feature film

The first fiction film to be screened
by the film club was Anureet Watta’s
short film Don’t Interrupt While We
Dance. It saw a packed audience.
Watta’s film brought out both the joys
and the constant threats faced by trans
people living in Delhi. The screening
came soon after the Trans (Amendment)
Bill. The law was heavily criticised by
the community and rights activists. Yet,
it was passed by parliament, making the
grim realities Watta described even
more pressing to discuss.

Two more short films followed the
week after — Samir Zaidi’s Two Sinners
and Indrani Ray’s Tea and a Rose. The
evening was a chance to talk about the
art of short films. Why filmmakers are
drawn to it and why they don’t always
get the attention that they deserve.

And the Russian classic
In the month of May, the PCI collab-

orated with the Embassy of Russia in
India to screen The Cranes Are Flying,
a 1957 classic about the costs of the
Second World War and the only Soviet
film to ever make it to the Cannes festi-
val. Senior dignitaries from the Russian
Embassy were present to talk about the
resonance the film still generates
among audiences in diverse parts of the
world.

More recently, the club screened
Faiza Ahmad Khan’s documentary
Supermen of Malegaon, about the now-
extinct Malegaon film industry and its
wide popularity in the past. And, among
other screenings were Vani
Subramanian’s documentary ‘Cinema
Pe Cinema’, Prateek Shekhar’s ‘Ruke
Na Jo’, Chitransh Shrivastava and
Ashutosh Thakur’s ‘Najariya’ and
Mohd Fehmeed and Amir Khan’s
‘Ruuposh’.

So, the weekly Film Club has
become a vibrant place for film buffs to
meet and explore their common interest.

The PCI Film Club is open to all
members of the Press Club of India.

Details of the screenings are shared

on the PCI WhatsApp groups and
Instagram and X handles, and on the
PCI bulletin board.
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MARK TuLLY: A FEARLESS JOURNALIST'S
MARK ON EMERGENCY, BABRI AND MORE

Certain turning points of India’s history were, indeed, marked by the remarks of the BBC
led by Mark Tully in Delhi and South Asia who passed away earlier this year

Mark Tully was once
again asked to leave
when Operation Blue
Star unfolded in
Amritsar in 1984

i
R

Qurban Ali

titan of a journalist, the BBC’s
AVoice of India, prolific author,

and my dear friend and mentor,
Sir William Mark Tully is no more. He
passed away on January 25, aged 90 in
Delhi, the city he called home for over
50 years.

If there is one word, I would use to
describe Mark Tully with, it is fearless.
He was a staunch proponent for standing
up for what he believed was right,
whether from outside the system, or for
affecting change from within. Despite
the fact that he was the BBC’s Delhi
bureau chief for over two decades, he
did not hesitate to voice his displeasure
at the state of affairs in 1993.

His scathing remarks about director-
general John Birt, lambasting the “cul-
ture of fear” and the broadcaster’s trans-

\itt
l'.‘l

formation into “secretive monolith”
with demoralised staff, led to his resig-
nation in July 1994. His defiance
showed that he placed journalistic ethics
above all else, and was not scared of
walking the talk, one of his many
admirable qualities.

I came to know of Mark Tully
through his dispatches on the BBC
Hindi and Urdu services at the onset of
the Emergency. My father, late Capt.
Abbas Ali Khan, was jailed under MISA
and DIR for nineteen long months at the
time, and I found some common ground
between him and Mark Tully, who was
also critical of the ruling Indira Gandhi
government. He was asked to leave, and
returned only when the Emergency had
been lifted in 1977.

He was once again asked to leave
when Operation Blue Star unfolded in
Amritsar in 1984. But in typical Mark

48 | April, 2026

www.pressclubofindia.org



Obituary

Be it the 1989 generadl
elections, the formation
and subsequent fall of
V.P. Singh’s National
Front government, or
the formation of
Chandra Shekhar’s
government in 1990,
was lucky to be on the
frontlines with Mark
Tully on many
occasions. May Tully
Sahib rest in peace

Tully fashion, he ensured that the cover-
age was fair, accurate and unbiased as
per the highest journalistic standards
which he adhered to, teaming up with
Satish Jacob, who was on the ground,
while he co-ordinated from New Delhi,
and I reported to him.

The incident that I will always asso-
ciate with Mark Tully, however, is of the
Babri Masjid demolition in 1992. When
we arrived at Ayodhya on the fateful
day, it was crowded with kar sevaks who
began storming the Babri Masjid at 10
am.

As the BBC’s South Asia Chief, Mark
Tully traveled to Faizabad to file a
report on the situation, which was rapid-
ly developing into one of Indian histo-
ry’s most infamous days. At the time,
the only way to contact the BBC office
in London was through the Central
Telegraph Office in Faizabad.

After filing the first report at noon,
the team tried to return to Ayodhya. By
1 pm, the first dome of the mosque had
fallen, and the others were being
destroyed. Crowds blocked the main
roads, so the team tried to follow the
RAF and CRPF paramilitary forces.
However, these forces were stopped at a
railway crossing, preventing them from
entering the town.

With the help of journalist Vinod
Shukla, the team eventually reached the
site, but the mosque had already been

demohshed. Upon arrlval, a Vlolent
group of local kar sevaks armed with tri-
dents and lathis attacked the car. They
recognised Mark Tully and were angry
about his previous BBC coverage.
Instead of attacking them further, the
mob decided to lock the five team mem-
bers in a nearby room to avoid disrupt-
ing the demolition, planning to deal with
them later.

After two hours of captivity, the
Mabhant of Bada Sthan arrived to help.
He gave Mark Tully a shawl to hide his
identity and told the group to wear “kar
sevak” bandanas as a disguise. They
were placed in a Uttar Pradesh Police
truck and driven to the Hotel Shan-e-
Awadh, arriving around 8 p.m.

Be it the 1989 general elections, the
formation and subsequent fall of V.P.
Singh’s National Front government, or
the formation of Chandra Shekhar’s
government in 1990, I was lucky to be
on the frontlines with Mark Tully on
many occasions. May Tully Sahib rest in
peace.

This article was first published by
The Wire. Qurban Ali is a trilingual
journalist and a member of the club. He
has covered some of modern India’s
major political, social and economic
developments. He has a keen interest in
India’s freedom struggle and is now
documenting the history of the socialist
movement in the country.
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HK DuA: SAUVE, GENTLEMANLY, CooL
EDITOR WITH RARE NOSE FOR NEWS

A thorough professional, unbelievably unassuming and honest to the core, the long-time
editor at Delhi’s fleet-street HK Dua (1 July, 1937 - 4 March, 2026) also rose to diplomatic
and legislative heights. A Padma awardee in his own right and yet the high positions held
by him could never take away the better of him as he always loved to mingle with old
colleagues and friends with his usual and characteristically rare warmth and affection

Devsagar Singh

ith an uncanny nose for news,
\ }s / he got along well unexcep-
tionally with all his colleagues

— always mentoring the younger ones
among them; and built, cultivated and
cherished contacts across the political
spectrum as he pursued journalism with
utmost professional honesty. So has
been the long-time editor of the Indian
Express and other newspapers, Mr HK
Dua. He passed away on March 4 at the
age of 88.

His professionalism paid him hand-
somely. He became editor-in-chief of
three major newspapers -- Hindustan
Times, Indian Express and the Tribune
between 1987 and 2009. He also briefly
worked as editorial advisor to the Times
of India. An icing in the cake was a
diplomatic assignment as India’s
ambassador to Denmark (2001-03)

apart from being a nominated member
of the Rajya Sabha (2009-2015) and
media advisor to two prime ministers.

Mr Dua made a mark early in his
career, having become political corre-
spondent of Indian Express, Delhi,
around 1980s only to be elevated as
Chief of Bureau of the paper. In
between, he worked as diplomatic cor-
respondent too. Hardworking, Mr Dua
made a place for himself by sheer dili-
gence and was liked by titans like Frank
Moraes, S Mulgaonkar, Surinder Nihal
Singh, BG Verghese who all edited the
paper one after another.

His break came while working as
editor of Express News Service after
several years of serving as bureau chief.
He got an offer to become executive
editor of Hindustan Times in 1987. He
never looked back ever since. He took
over as editor in chief of the paper soon
and remained in that position for seven

years till 1994 when he was invited to
rejoin Indian Express as its editor-in-
chief.

Calm amid tough situations

As bureau chief of Indian Express
earlier, Mr Dua successfully navigated
pulls and pressures of top-heavy editors
of the time and a politically demanding
chairman -- Ram Nath Goenka. He
never let down his colleagues, always
defending them in editorial meetings.
One example: an aggressive editor once
asked Mr Dua in an editorial meeting to
immediately transfer a colleague out of
Delhi. Dua did not resist and took the
fulminations of the editor with his char-
acteristic cool and went on as if nothing
had happened.

After a few days, the editor again
raked up the matter in the editorial
meeting and demanded to know why
the correspondent concerned had not
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been transferred yet. Mr Dua responded
coolly by saying: ‘I shall get back to
you’. This was the end of it. The trans-
fer never happened. The editor appar-
ently relented, thanks to Mr Dua’s han-
dling of the situation. That was Dua.

As Editor-in-Chief of Indian Express
in his second inning, Mr Dua went
through another bout not too long after
joining. His first advice to colleagues
upon joining was to check and re-check
facts before writing. It was, however,
misinterpreted by some who argued that
Express would now become a ‘handout
paper’ under his leadership. The word
reached up to the top management
which made its own discreet enquiries.
Although Dua was aware of such
goings on, he never made any attempt
to clear himself. He behaved as the boss
that he was till he said goodbye to the
paper sometime in 1996 after about two
years of his unfussy stewardship.
Quietly moving up over
peers

In the heady days and politically
tumultuous times, all editors had their
ups and downs when only newspapers
mattered in the absence of 24X7 TV
days. Dua was no exception. He was
not awe-inspiring like some of his pre-
decessors, having risen from the ranks.
But he overtook them in terms of reach
and influence. He was appointed as
media advisor of two PMs -- first to HD
Deve Gowda in the United Front days
and then to Atal Bihari Vajpayee of the
BJP. Vajpayee later made him
Ambassador of Denmark. Dua was
awarded Padma Bhushan too in 1998.

It was in 2009 when Dr Manmohan
Singh was Prime Minister under the
UPA regime that Dua sprang another
surprise. He won nomination to Rajya
Sabha for a six -year term by the UPA
government. It raised eyebrows in jour-
nalistic and political circles. But that
spoke of Mr Dua’s acceptability in
opposing circles. This was Dua’s
resounding success in the face of those
who sought to mock to underestimate
him.

Deep Understanding

Dua made many friends outside jour-
nalism. He earned his place among

Always greeting
colleagues and friends
with a smile whenever

he met them, Dua
endeared himself to all
never wearing an ego
about high positions he
held. He kept in touch
with those he worked
with and never let an
opportunity go to attend
to events where he
thought he would meet
old hands. A regular at
the India International
Centre, he would spend
much time at the
reading room glancing
through newspapers and
magazines. In between,
he would relish talking
about old times with
former colleagues like
yours truly

senior bureaucrats and civil servants.

Speaking of him, former Industry
Secretary N Mohanty, a 1962 batch IAS
officer said: “Mr Dua was an excellent
journalist and a fine gentleman. He
impressed everyone with his deep
knowledge of Indian politics and under-
standing of public affairs.”

Humble beginning

Having migrated from Sargodha in
Pakistan amid partition horrors in 1947
as a 10-year-old boy, Dua’s family had

to suffer a lot. He, however, completed
his studies and got a degree in journal-
ism from Punjab University. His first
shot in journalism was in the UNI
where he learnt the ropes. After work-
ing there for some time, he moved to
Indian Express where he spent a num-
ber of years.

Word goes that Dua once gave a ride
in his Lambretta scooter to Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in his early years in UNL
Vajpayee was a Jan Sangh politician
then. In their later years the association
only cemented further, it is said.

All praise

Dua’s days in Hindustan Times and
Tribune are remembered fondly by his
colleagues. Says Deepak Razdan, a spe-
cial Correspondent in HT then: “Dua
always gave preference to Opposition
parties. He insisted that parties not in
power must be given proper coverage. |
liked reporting on political beat then
because the Editor gave a lot of encour-
agement.”

Senior Journalist Faraz Ahmad was
equally effusive on Dua. Said Faraz:
“Dua Saheb used to appreciate my
crime stories when 1 worked in the
Indian Express as a staff reporter. I sub-
sequently worked under him in the
Tribune where he was editor many
years later. He encouraged me and gave
me BJP beat. He was always encourag-
ing younger journalists.”

Always greeting colleagues and
friends with a smile whenever he met
them, Dua endeared himself to all never
wearing an ego about high positions he
held. He kept in touch with persons he
worked with and never let an opportu-
nity go to attend to events where he
thought he would meet old hands. A
regular at the India International
Centre, he would spend much time at
the reading room glancing through
newspapers and magazines. In between,
he would relish talking about old times
with former colleagues like yours truly.

There is a legion of reporters who
worked under Dua. The measure of his
popularity was visible in the Lodi Road
crematorium on March 5. A large num-
ber of journalists thronged the place to
bid farewell to Dua Saheb. All spoke of
him quite highly and so fondly!
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RAGHU RAI: A LENSMAN WHO
TAUGHT INDIA TO LOOK AT ITSELF

Long before the selfie mania betook Indians, the legendary photojournalist Raghu Rai
(18 December 1942 - 26 April 2026) chronicled India’s journey in images. It was from the
mid-1960s to what the country is today. He had a rare eye for what is changing, forming or
brewing. He also mentored many budding photographers. A tribute by one of his early

When Raghu joined
The Statesman, it fook
the editors a while to
understand that the
young photographer’s
pictures often said as
much if not more than
the printed report.
That is why his
pictures got such a
great display in the

paper

disciples

Sondeep Shankar

aghu Rai was born in 1942 in a
Rsmall village in Jhang, now in

Pakistan. He began his journey
with photography in 1965, quickly
mastering the depth of the medium. By
1966, he had joined The Statesman as
its chief photographer. His coverage of
the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971
established him as a master of the craft,
using the camera not merely to record
events, but to document life itself.

Our paths first crossed in 1972 when
he judged a photography competition at
St. Stephen’s College. He offered me a
mantra that would define my career:
"recording events around your life with
a camera." Following his lead, I sought
and received his permission to study his
work in his office, spending hours with
his negatives and prints even in his
absence.

A personal bond

I frequently took a ride with Raghu
to his Kaka Nagar home and walked
back to my place at night. At his home,
on return from Statesman, he was
greeted by son Nitin and daughter
Lagan. While Nitin was always full of
energy and demanded complete atten-
tion from his father, Lagan jumped
around in background. There was a
very straight, beautiful photo of Lagan
taken by her father showing her run-
ning towards the camera and I always
noticed it for its beauty and timing.

As a mentor, Raghu was a demand-
ing taskmaster. He frequently critiqued
my early work with brutal honesty until

the day he finally accepted a series of
my photographs with open arms. That
marked the true beginning of our jour-
ney together. He welcomed me into his
darkroom, invited me to shoot along-
side him, and allowed me to accompa-
ny him on various news assignments.

When off camera

Beyond the lens, Raghu was a warm-
hearted individual with a deep passion
for music and the arts. He often main-
tained that photographers should func-
tion as impartial observers and witness-
es. This philosophy is evident in his
Bangladesh series, which captured
human suffering with immense sensi-
tivity, poise, and composition. For his
monumental contributions, he was
awarded the Padma Shri by the Indian
government.

When Raghu joined The Statesman,
it took the editors a while to understand
that the young photographer’s pictures
often said as much if not more than the
printed report. That is why his pictures
got such a great display in the papers.
Once recognised by the senior editors
Raghu took tough stand for display and
demanded best or right kind of space
for the display of this photographs.

Love for new ideas

Raghu had always tried new photo-
graphic ideas and used equipment for
experiment. While still at The
Statesman, he had bought himself a
Russian Panoramic Camera, which he
used extensively for pictures used in
The Wall exhibition at Triveni Gallery
(1974-75).
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By 1981, Raghu
joined India Today,
where he worked on
special issues and
trailblazing picture
essays. His visual
narratives on social,
political, and cultural
themes frequently
became the defining
features of the
magazine

Thereafter, Raghu wanted to create a
large format panoramic camera. This was
in collaboration with Lattoo Singh, a
camera repairer in the Chandni Chowk
market.

In those days, Delhi had one
Association of photographers and it was
called News Cameraman Association
(NCA). This association was dominated
by some very senior cameramen who
often created roadblocks for the younger
generations who wanted to grow into the
profession.

It was in 1978 that Raghu along with
the younger lot of photographers like
Thyagrajan from HT, Mathura Das ji
from WTN New Network, Sinha, myself,
Paul Sahib and several others suggested
that we break way from NCA and start
our association named Working News
Cameramen’s Association (WNCA). I
can proudly say that WNCA is the only
surviving association today.

Trailblazing photo essays

In the early 1970s, Raghu took his
Bangladesh exhibition to Paris. It was
there that Henri Cartier-Bresson viewed
his work and subsequently nominated
him to join Magnum Photos. By 1981,
Raghu joined India Today, where he
worked on special issues and trailblazing
picture essays. His visual narratives on
social, political, and cultural themes fre-

quently became the defining features of
the magazine.
Raghu also dedicated himself to an in-

depth  documentary  project for
Greenpeace regarding the 1984 Bhopal
chemical disaster. This work, which
highlighted the ongoing struggles of the
victims and the lack of compensation,
resulted in a book and international tour-
ing exhibitions. He remained a vocal
advocate for the survivors, using his plat-
form to create global awareness about the
tragedy and the contaminated environ-
ment.

His 1992 National Geographic cover
story, "Human Management of Wildlife
in India," earned him further critical
acclaim. Throughout his career, Raghu’s
work was exhibited in major cultural
hubs including London, Paris, New York,
Tokyo, and Zurich. His photo essays
were featured in the world's leading pub-
lications, such as Time, Life, The New
York Times, and The New Yorker.

And then laurels come

In 2019, the Lucie Foundation in New
York honoured him as the Master of
Photojournalism. He was also the first
recipient of the Academy of Fine Arts
Photography Award — William Klein, a
consecration award celebrating his entire
career and his singular contribution to the
world of photography.
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